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GOVERNOR'S NOTES 
 
These months fly by so fast, it is almost scary. It seems we would like to accomplish so 
many things, but everyone has their own activities to attend to also. Sometimes our Lions 
projects are not our priorities. Although this time of year, our election of officers & 
getting those PU101's sent in should be a priority. Our past newsletters have had forms in 
them for all to fill out & send in. Even if there are no changes, our executive Secretary 
needs those to be sure our directories are printed correctly. Our email addresses are very 
important too!  
 
Our SMSU Governor's Night was a success. I believe everyone had a great time, along 
with a tasty meal and good fellowship. We inducted quite a large number of new 
members and that is wonderful for our district. Our keynote speaker, PDG Lion Debra 
Wasserman gave an informative talk about Lions & Lionism. It was enjoyed by all, I'm 
sure. We all enjoyed the entertainment and the dance afterwards. A huge thank you goes 
out to DGE Dan & Mary Snobl & the SMSU Campus Club for all their hard work in 
organizing the night’s events.   
 
Our final Council of Governor's meeting will be the first weekend in May at the MD5M 
Convention in Mahnomen. Hopefully, I will see “a lot” of our Lions members at that 
convention too. Our DGE and VDGE will be attending training there too. So far it looks 
like it should be a great weekend, some hard work, but fun too. By the time you read this, 
we will have voted for an International Director at the convention also.   
 



Our district has been adding new members, as our secretaries are sending in their reports 
I’m finding more new Lions being added to the rolls; this is awesome!  I certainly hope 
our officers, (whether you're new or been there “forever”) will have taken part in the 
Officer Training sessions that were held the first part of May. I wonder if our club 
officers are not understanding some of the in & outs of reporting to International & the 
Dist. Governor. I still have quite a few clubs that send “nothing” to my office. That 
makes it difficult to   in awards for outstanding clubs & officers; because there is nothing 
to select from. And the thing is, I know these clubs are working, doing projects in their 
communities and working with the schools and supporting our Lions programs.  
 
We have enjoyed our club visits, it is amazing what some of you are doing. Always 
enjoyed the good meals, fellowship and meeting the Lions down on the “home front”. 
Everyone has made us feel very welcome, but I think that's what Lions are all about, 
making people feel like they are part of the group. And I think we need to remember we 
are all volunteers and “WE SERVE'. 
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WE NEED YOUR FINANCIAL SUPPORT 
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Hadley Lions Club 

President Kenneth Brown 
$80.00 

Jackson Lions Club 
President Jeremy Michelson 

$80.00 
 
 
 

 

! CANCELED ! 
 
 

The MD5M LEO Leadership Forum has been canceled due to the lack of 
LEO’s participants who did not signed up by the May 1st deadline.  MD5M 
LEO’s Chairs will be exploring the holding of a LEO Leadership Forum in 

Summer 2009. 
 
 



LIONS CLUB INCORPORATION 
 

To find what the status of your club is in regard to incorporation: 
Go to the website: www.sos.state.mn.us 

1) Go to Online Services 
2) Go to Search 
3) Go to Registered Office / Corporate File 
4) Type in the name of your club, also check the box if you feel you may be inactive 

and your name will appear. 
 
Note the description of the Entity Type ID Definitions. (If your name does not appear at 
all your club has probably never been incorporated). 
 
If you have incorporated previously but are inactive at this time, you can either 
reactivate online at https://online.sos.state.mn.us/abr/corp_annual_filing.asp 
Or you can print a copy of the renewal form off of the website www.sos.state.mn.us and 
send it in. There is no fee for the renewal of a corporation. 
 
To print a copy: 

1) Go to Business and Non Profit Forms 
2) Go to Corporations Minnesota Business & Non Profit 
3) Go to Non profit Renewal – World Form or Non Profit Renewal – PDF Form 

 
If you have never been incorporated following are the steps to print a form to do so 
yourselves. There is a $70 fee for incorporation the first time. 
 
To print a copy: 

1) Go to Business and Non Profit Forms 
2) Go to Corporations Minnesota Business & Non Profit 
3) Go to Articles of Incorporation  - Word Form or Articles of Incorporation – PDF 

Form 
 
You can also have an attorney incorporate for you or you can call CT which is a service 
that has been contracted by LCI to do this for all Lions Clubs. CT does charge a fee in 
addition to the $70 which it costs to incorporate. The number for CT is 1-866-331-2303 
or email at LionsClub@wolterskluwer.com 
 
For local assistance contact PDG Wayne Swanson at (R) 218-281-5922 or (B) 218-281-
4343 or email lawfirm@wayneswanson.com. 
 
He is willing and happy to assist clubs filing articles or incorporation or just answering 
questions. 
 
 
 
 



E-POSTCARD FILING NOW AVAILABLE ON IRS.GOV 
FOR SMALL TAX-EXEMPT ORGANIZATIONS  

 
The Internal Revenue Service announced the launch of a simple electronic filing system 
that small tax-exempt organizations may use to comply with a new law requiring them to 
file an annual return. In the past, small tax-exempt organizations generally were not 
required to file Forms 990 or 990-EZ, the annual information returns for tax-exempt 
organizations. But the Pension Protection Act of 2006 requires that tax-exempt 
organizations that normally have annual gross receipts of $25,000 or less must file an 
electronic Form 990- N, “Electronic Notice (e-Postcard) for Tax-Exempt Organizations 
not Required to File Form 990- or 990-EZ,” for tax years beginning in 2007.  
 
The Form 990-N is required under the new law to be filed electronically. “Filing Form 
990-N electronically will help make this process easier for tax-exempt organizations,” 
said Richard Spires, IRS Deputy Commissioner for Operations Support. “Like our other 
e-file options, this process is fast and reduces the chance for making errors.”  
 
Filing the e-Post card is free and easy. To file, small tax-exempt organizations will need 
only a few basic pieces of information: the organization’s employer identification 
number, its tax year, legal name and mailing address, any other names used, an Internet 
address if one exists, the name and address of a principal officer and a statement 
confirming the organization’s annual gross receipts are normally $25,000 or less.  
 
“The information on the form, which will be available to the public, will help ensure that 
potential donors have the basic information they need about the organization,” said Lois 
G. Lerner, the director of the IRS' Exempt Organizations Division.  
 
The due date for filing Form 990-N is the 15th day of the fifth month after the close of 
the tax year. This means, for example, that an organization whose most recent tax year 
ended on Dec. 31, 2007, must file Form 990-N by May 15, 2008. The new law provides 
that organizations that do not file Form 990-N for three consecutive years will lose their 
tax-exempt status.    
 
Because this new filing requirement is a big change for small tax-exempt organizations, 
we have made a special effort to reach out and work with the tax-exempt community to 
let affected organizations know about it,” Lerner said. The IRS also has launched a 
disclosure site on IRS.gov where the public can view a particular organization’s e-
Postcard.  
 
The IRS is encouraging everyone -- individual volunteers, tax practitioners and larger 
organizations -- to spread the word about the new e-Postcard reporting requirement. 
“People do a lot to help their communities by volunteering their time and money to local 
charities. We’re asking them to also offer a helping hand by making sure that charities 
know about the law change,” Lerner said. Further information, including frequently asked 
questions and educational materials, are available on the charities and non-profits section 
of IRS.gov.    



PEACE POSTER CONTEST 
 
It is Peace Poster Planning time! Now is the time to think about the 2008 Peace Poster 
contest. The theme for 2008 is "Peace Begins With Me". Peace Poster kits are available 
now. Lions Clubs can get a Peace Poster kit either from The Lion Magazine order form 
or from http://www.lionsclubs.org online. One Peace Poster kit is required for each 
school. Lions Clubs can enter the poster for each school participating. 
 
The best way for Lions Clubs to start is by appointing a Peace Poster chairman and 
asking school art teachers if they would like to participate in the Peace Poster contest. Art 
teachers are planning their fall classes and can include the Peace Poster theme in their 
curriculum. Inform the teachers of the Peace Poster theme, rules, conditions, and 
deadlines. Occasional reminders are a good idea to check on the students' progress 
towards completing their posters on time 
 
Lions Clubs need to collect and judge their own Peace Posters by the end of October. 
Publicizing local Peace Poster winners in the newspaper with a picture and article is a 
great way to raise awareness and get the community involved in Lions activities. A prize 
and certifiate for the winning students are also nice rewards for the students' 
achievements. 5M3 Lions Clubs must send their winning poster from each school to DG 
Dan Snobl by November 15, 2008 for District 5M3 judging. The MD5M Chairperson 
Deb Harms by December 1, 2008 for Multiple 5M judging.  
 
Congratulations to the 5M3 2007 Peace Poster first place winner, Callie Hansen from 
Redwood Falls. Six (6) clubs, Fairmont, St James, Jackson, Hadley, Tracy and Redwood 
Falls sponsored the Lions Peace Poster Contest in their School Districts.  The Lions of 
5M3 need to thank these clubs for working with the youth in their communities. 
  
Our goal is increase participation in 2008. The contest is an opportunity to reach out to 
the students in the community and give them a chance to show how important peace is to 
them. We would like to thank all the Lion Clubs that participated in the 2007 Peace 
Poster contest and hope to see your Club's poster by November 15, 2008. If any club 
needs assistance, please contact Peace Poster Chair Lion Pat Madson 
(pmadson@centurytel.net) is happy to help. Office Phone: (507) 274-6354    
Home Phone :  (507) 274-6544 
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Council Chairman Bob Jechorek 
congratulates Deborah Harms as the New 

Council Chair Elect 

5M3 PDG Barney Olsen 
congratulates MD5M IDE Debra 

Wasserman at the Multiple 
Convention held in Mahnomen 
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