
    DISTRICT 5M3 FEBURARY 2009 NEWSLETTER 
   
      Greetings from IPDG Virginia Spicer 
 
 
I would like say thank you to so many Lions, spouses, friends for attending our 5M3 Midwinter 
convention.  We feel it was a big success and we have all of you to thank.  Without our 
registrations, seminar programs, facilitators, and speakers, our convention wouldn't be possible.   
     
This year, thanks to Lions Mary Snobl & Lion Ellen Radel, we had our first Diabetes Walk and we 
were pleasantly surprised with the great attendance.  With the glucose screening Sanford Health-
Tracy and blood pressure checks by Big Stone Therapies of Marshall, it was an interesting 
morning for all.  What a wonderful way to bring more awareness to our growing Diabetes 
problems and just to be a healthier community.   
 
Also thank you to all the clubs & Lions program chairs for setting up their tables to let our district 
Lions know what you are doing in your communities.  Hopefully, it will give other clubs ideas on 
projects they can incorporate in their own communities. 
 
I would like to extend a special thank you to the Tracy High School Chamber Choir.  These young 
students are always a joy to see and hear: they did an excellent presentation.  Thank you to 
Shirlee Gilmore and the choir of talented young singers. 
 
Congratulations to the students from SMSU Lions Club for their work with the PowerPoint 
technology during the intermissions, I felt it added a new dimension to our convention. I certainly 
would like to see it continued. 
 
And last but not least, congratulations to those Lions who received awards. This is always the 
most enjoyable part of the convention.  There is not usually a dry eye in the audience as the 
plaques and awards are handed out.  It is a great celebration to see our Lions being recognized 
for their accomplishments and receiving the appreciation they deserve for their service. 
 
Thank you to our District Governor Dan Snobl & Lion Mary Snobl for being such gracious hosts.  
What a pleasure to work with you two.  You are a great Lions team!  
  
DGE Mike Appel & Lion Cheri and VDGE Wayne Radloff and 2nd VDGE Lion Vickie also deserve 
a huge thank you for all their assistance before, during and after the convention. 
 
No doubt, I forgot someone, but that is not my intention.  The THANK YOU'S go out to everyone 
that helped make our 2009 Midwinter Convention a success, no matter whether your job was 
small or large! 
 
Next year, we will be back to Prairies Edge Casino/Resort for our 2010 Convention and I am sure 
they will provide us with a fine event as always.  Thank you to Pam Luepke and her staff for their 
organization skills.       
 
Have a Great Lions Day, and God Bless You, one and all,  
 
IPDG Virginia Spicer & Gene    
 



 
2009 5M3 Mid Winter Convention Memories 
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Minneota’s Lion Marilyn Pagel making contributions 
to the Parade of Green. 

 
Cornea Transplant Recipient Jennifer MacKinnon sharing how her eyesight was restored. 
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The Tracy High School Chamber Choir 
under the Direction of Mrs. Shirlee Gilmore.  

The Lions of District 5M3 thank you for your wonderful entertainment on Friday evening. 



DISTRICT GOVERNOR DAN SNOBL’S REPORT 

A Chili Challenge Benefit for Lorin Prahm, infant child of Bridget and Matt Prahm, was held on 
January 17, 2009 by the Hadley Lions and raised over $4600.00 for her medical expenses. 

Loren Elizabeth was born on September 23, 2008 and weighed 6 lb. 9 oz.  The family knew ahead of 
time that Lorin had some heart issues, but not to the full extent.  When she was born, they found out 
a ton more.  She has her heart on the opposite side of her body along with her liver.  Loren did not 
have a spleen, but this could be controlled with medicine.  Her stomach was located higher in her 
chest and she had a hiatal hernia.  Following an operation for her first heart repair in October 2008, 
the family noticed some hand twitching and which turned out to be a seizure caused by a stroke as 
the result of a blood clot.  Since this young child’s brain is still developing, her doctors are optimistic 
other parts of the brain can take over the part that had the stroke. 

As your District Governor, I had the opportunity to speak with Lorin’s mother, Bridget, by telephone 
on February 26th.  Little Lorin was back in the hospital again but I could hear the sound of a small, 
strong infant in the background who is a fighter.  

Please keep Lorin and her family in your prayers and follow her story on the Caring Bridge Website:  
WWW.caringbridge.org/visit/lorinprahm   

     Again in District 5M3, “SPIRIT IS STRONGER THAN DISABILITY”.  

DISTRICT GOVERNOR ELECT Mike APPEL’S REPORT 

My wife, Cheri and I, have attended several mid-winter conventions in the past 6 weeks. They have 
been very enjoyable. I have met numerous Lions from all parts of the state. The one thing we all 
have in common is “TO SERVE”.  I have heard many heartwarming stories of how the Lions have 
touched people’s lives. We are there to help when the call goes out. I also noticed that Lions also 
like to enjoy themselves. The hospitality rooms, music and dances to name a few. A common thread 
is that they continue to serve year after year.  

We just completed our mid-winter convention and I always find it is a refreshing break after a long 
winter. There were several good speakers and if you missed it, please plan to attend next years. I 
want to thank PDG Virginia Spicer and the Convention Committee for putting on a great convention. 
There were so many helping behind the scenes. The SMSU students get more involved each year 
which is fun to see. The site for the next mid-winter is Prairies Edge in Granite Falls from February 
19-21, 2010.  

I am in the process of putting my cabinet together and I can always use good dedicated Lions to 
help. If interested, give me a call at 507-336-2405. I am also planning to put on an officer training 
session in April. I’m interested in having existing and new officers attend. I feel that in the past few 
years most if not all reports can be reported on the web. I would like as many clubs as possible do 
reports with a computer. Training will be geared to both on-line and paper reports, duties of your 
office, how to retain and encourage your members, plus a number of other things. A date will be set 
soon. 



 
 

Greetings from the LCI Convention Host Committee! 
 
 This is a special E-Newsletter edition of the Convention Host Committee Newsletter. We 
are now midway through the Mid-Winter Conventions. We are receiving lots of Positive 
feedback from our membership about the Lions Club International Convention. Your 
excitement and interest is evident by the outstanding volunteering support that we have 
received.  This issue is dedicated to updating you on the most recent information for 
participating and volunteering for the LCI Convention. 
 

Top Ten Reasons To Attend The LCI Convention! 
 
10. Make 20,000 new best friends! 
9. Eat Street and 100 other fabulous restaurants, theaters, entertainment, and shopping 
    venues. 
 8. Whether you are a golfer or like sight seeing cruises, something is available for all tastes. 
7. Come early and celebrate our Nation’s Independence Day by watching fireworks over St.  
    Anthony Falls! 
6. Have you ever had the opportunity to tour the Minnesota Lions Eye Bank facility at the 
    University of Minnesota? Two tours are planned for Monday and Wednesday. 
5. Whether you march in the LCI Convention Parade, or you are a parade marshal, a great 
    time will be had by all. 
4. The Twins & Yankees On Wednesday Night! Will this be your last trip to the Metrodome? 
3. Keynote Speaker Colin Powell is highly selective of the groups he speaks to and he 
    chooses the Lions! 
2. The Beach Boys Will Rock The Joint On Tuesday Night! 
1. Celebrate Lionism with 20,000 Like-Minded Individuals From Over 200 Countries. 
 

Special Olympics / Opening Eyes Invited For Convent ion Demo 
 
We are pleased to announce that a demonstration of our Special Olympics / Opening Eyes 
eye screening program will be conducted at the Lions Clubs International Convention in 
Minneapolis on Thursday July 9 at the Minneapolis Convention Center.  LCIF has 
established a Core Four grant to help with the cost of the Special Olympics worldwide.  LCIF 
is pleased with the success that we have had with the Special Olympics Summer games 
and wants to demonstrate to the Lions of the world what we are doing.  We will be setting up 
the eye screening facilities in an exhibition hall, just like we do at Bierman Field for Special 
Olympics Summer Games. Lion Dr. Duane Rutz and his team of optometrists will be 
conducting the screenings.  Lion Ellie Reitmeyer and the O.L.I.V.E.S Lions Club (5M-5’s 
LensCrafters e-club) will be making the eyeglasses on the spot!  We invite the MD5M Lions 
to the eyeglass screening demonstration on Thursday afternoon from 1PM 
to 4PM. 
 
 
 



 
Bring Your Collected Eye Glasses To The Convention 

 
The MD5M Lions will be collecting eyeglasses at the LCI Convention.  We hope to collect 
between 150,000 and 200,000 eyeglasses.  Bring your collected eyeglasses to the 
convention hall. Our eyeglass trailer will be parked inside the hall. Staff will be there to 
help you.  For further information contact:  Lion Bob Becker  612-759-1853 (cell) 
bsjr1@msn.com  
 
LCI Convention Registration Update 
 
LCI recently informed the Host Committee that convention registration was over 7,200, or 
approximately 2,000 registrations higher as of the same date as the Chicago convention 
two years ago.  Your help will make our LCI Convention a great succ ess.  
Volunteer Update 
“Snowman” Volunteer Shirt 
 
Orders for the “Snowman” shirt have been brisk. We have revised the order form to reflect 
other delivery options: 
�� May Multiple Convention 
�� Mail To Volunteer’s Home 
The last opportunity will be for us to hang on to your shirt order and have you pick up the 
shirts at a specified location or at your volunteer shift. 
 

For our members to get this special registration price, they 
must do the following: 

Many of our Lions are trying to register on-line for the LCI Convention, are being charged $130 
rather than $100, and canceling their on-line registration.  The $100 is a special price for MD5M 
Lions only and is not programmed into the website. 

1. Download a LCI Convention Registration Form from the LCI website.  
2. Fill out the form to mail or fax to LCI.  
3. Put “$100” for the registration fee in bold colored letters or highlight it in yellow.  
4. Put “MD5M” in the District Lion in bold colored letters or highlight it in yellow.  
5. That way whoever processes your form will know the special pricing for MD5M Lions.  
6. You may also put a note or a post-it note on the mailed form stating you are a MD5M Lion 

and get special pricing. 

 
Thanks for getting the message out quickly to our Lions. 
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            District Governor (DG) Dan Snobl’s Travels 2008-09 

March 5  Vesta, Wood Lake & Echo @ Vesta Café @ 6:30 p.m. 
March 9  Campus Extension at Minnesota State University-Mankato (Time TBD) 
March 15-17  Global Membership Training at Hutchinson   (Time & Location, TBD) 
March 18-21  Visit to Eye/Hearing/Service Dogs, VDG Training, Council of    
               Governors’ Meeting, Rosemont 
April 13  Worthington Clubs Visit at the Pizza Ranch at 6:00 p.m. 
April 16-19  MD5M Leadership Training, Mahnomen-Shooting Star Casino 
May 1   Council of Governors’ Meeting, Bloomington 
May 2   Special Olympics at Redwood Falls Community Center, Starting Time (TBD)  
May 1-3  MD5M Convention, Bloomington 
May 7   District 5M3 Cabinet Meeting, Dovray-T Tommy’s @ 6:15 
May   Region 1, Zones 1 & 2 Meeting Date (TBD) at Perkins in Marshall @ 6:30 pm 
May   Region 1, Zone 3 & 4 Meeting Date, Time & Place (TBD) 
May   Region 2, Zones 1, 2 & 3 Meeting Date, Time & Place (TBD) 
July 6-10  International Lions Convention, Minneapolis 

 

       IMPORTANT DATES FOR DISTRICT 5M3 CLUBS 
 
March/Early April Election of new officers and fili ng of PU 10 
April/May  New Club Officer Training (Dates, time &  location to be determined) 
May 1-3  MD5M Convention, Bloomington 
May 2   Special Olympics at Redwood Falls Community Center  
July 6-10, 2009 International Lions Convention, Minneapolis 
Sept. 24-26  2009 USA/Canada Forum, Memphis, TN 
Feb. 19-21, 2010 District 5M3 Mid-Winter Convention at Prairie’s Edge Casino 

 
2009 MD5M Regional Lions Leadership Institute   April 16-19 

Shooting Star Convention Center in Mahnomen, MN 
 
The $150.00 fee for the Leadership Institute includes the cost of materials, facility, staff and  
three (3) meals.  Room costs and additional meals are not included.  However, a $100.00 rebate  
from MD5M, through a grant from LCI, will be given to each participant that  completes the  
program.   The $150.00 fee for the Leadership Institute includes the cost of materials, facility, staff  
and three (3) meals.  Room costs and additional meals are not included.  District 5M3 can have  
six participants and will cover other expenses.  Contact: Lion Keith Johnson at kmjohn@hutchtel.net  
or Lion Mary Ferleman at tomar73@charter.net  . 
 

Lions of District 5M3, I need your HELP in finding four (4) 
more Lions for the 2009 MD5M Lions Leadership Institute!!  

District 5M3 needs to be identifying new leaders.  Thanks, DG 
Dan Snobl (507) 629-4734 

 



Silent Auction items needed for MD5M Convention 
 
At the Multiple Convention May 1, 2 & 3 in Bloomington MN, there will be a silent auction with the 
proceeds going to the Diabetes Foundation.  All clubs and/or individuals are welcome to donate items 
for the auction.  The more items that are received, the better and more fun the auction will be. 
 
Please send smaller items directly to the Convention Chairperson: 
Lion Mike Rardin 
14331 Wellington Rd 
Wayzata MN  55391 
Lion Mike’s e-mail address is mrardin@stlouispark.org    
Phone number is 952.930.0136 
 
If you have a larger item to donate that you will bring with you, please send Lion Mike the 
information about the donation and about how much space might be needed to display it.  With all 
donations, please include who the donor is so that proper recognition for the donation can be made. 
 
It will be most helpful to the planning committee to receive donations as soon as possible so they can 
plan for the space they need and prepare the list of donation items and donors. 
 
THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT OF THE DIABETES FOUNDATI ON 

 
5M3 LIONS CLUBS SPONSORING DISTRICT NEWSLETTER  

  
 Lucan Lions Club    President Greg Janachovsky 
 Tracy Lions Club    President Dan Buysee 
 Comfrey Lions Club   President Robert Meyer 
 Jasper Lions Club     President Terrence Skyberg 
 St. James Lions Club   President Gary Menssen 
 Marshall Lions Club   President Wayne Radloff 
 Welcome Lions Club   President Nick Fischer 
 Vesta Lions Club    President Steve Gladitsch  
 Pipestone Lions Club   President Eudell Coleman 
 SMSU Campus Lions Club  President Deep Khadka 

 
The 5M3 District Newsletter needs your financial support.  Your club’s name will 
be listed for $40.00 and larger Business Card size ads are $80.00.  Send 
checks to the 5M3 Cabinet Treasurer:   

         Ronne Robbins,  
         2166 201st St.,  
         Tracy, MN 56175 
  
 
 



New Ulm Lions Recognizes Molly Forst for Student Service Award 
 
Molly Forst receives Student Service Award from the Lions Club of New Ulm: Molly Forst, 
daughter of Glenn and Jackie Forst, was awarded the Lions Club of New Ulm’s Student Service 
award on January 8, 2009, at the Lions Clubs regular monthly meeting.  Molly is an 8th grade student 
at NUACS and was nominated for this award by her teacher, Judy Luker.  Molly qualified for this 
award due to her community service activities in the New Ulm area.  Her most noteworthy 
accomplishment was the making of six quilts for Project Linus.  Project Linus is a non-profit 
organization located across the United States that has a mission to “provide love, a sense of security, 
warmth and comfort to children who are seriously ill, traumatized, or otherwise in need through the 
gift of new, handmade blankets and afghans, lovingly created by volunteer blanketeers.”  Project 
Linus provided quilts for all the classmates of the students that were killed in the Cottonwood school 
bus accident over by Marshall this past year.  In addition to her Project Linus volunteer work Molly 
participates in Community Pride Projects with her 4H club and various volunteer church duties.    
 
The Lions Club Student Service Award is for students in 7th, 8th, and 9th grades and recognizes 
students who perform outstanding volunteer community service work in the New Ulm area.  
Individuals needing more information about this program should work through their local school of 
contact the Lions Club of New Ulm at PO Box 23 in New Ulm 56073. 
 
  

 
                      
 Congratulating Molly and presenting her with $100 in Chamber Dollars are,  
           left to right, Lions Wil Burdorf, Mike G ag, and Herb Fromm. 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

  2009 USA/CANADA LIONS  
LEADERSHIP FORUM 

MEMPHIS, TN 
SEPTEMBER 24-26, 2009 

“Knitting Afghans/Shawls to Warm Those Less Fortunate”  

YES! The special Interest Session Knitting Afghans is coming back to the 2009 USA/Canada 
Lions Leadership Forum in Memphis, TN, September 24-26, 2009 

For the 2009 Forum we are going to try something a little different.  We are still asking knitters 
and crocheters to knit or crochet squares to make an afghan or if you wish you can make a shawl.  
For those of you who wish to assemble your afghan at home, please do so and bring it with you to 
the Forum in September.  For those who assemble the afghan at home, we thought it might be fun 
to have a show and tell session. 

We are asking that the afghans be made of yarn that can easily be laundered and they are made in 
bright colors and fun patterns.  Be Creative!!  Please make your blocks to measure 12” by 12” 
(30cm x 30cm) square when finished and blocked.  For ease of assembly, please begin and end 
each square with (3) rows of garter stitch (six knit rows) and make a three stitch garter border at 
each side edge.  For those of you who feel you can only make a few blocks, please do so.  We will 
make arrangements to put the squares together at the Forum to make a completed afghan.  All 
contributions will be welcome, ask your friends to help you.  Make as many squares as you want. 

If you cannot attend the Forum, but wish to contribute to this effort, please contact Lion Alice 
Anton or Lion Carol Farley for an address to send them to.  We will bring them to Memphis with 
us.  For those attending the Forum, please bring some extra yarn and needles to use in putting the 
afghans together. 

At this time we are looking into giving the finished afghans/shawls to an organization in the 
Memphis area.   

Contact information:  Lion Alice Anton, 952-435-5450, e-mail agalions@comcast.net  or Lion 
Carol Farley, 651.426.9407, e-mail ltfarley1@msn.com   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



5M-3 District Governor  
1794 Co. Rd. #9 
Tracy, MN 56175 
R:  (507) 629-4734 
dansnobl@llwb.coop 
 

 
 
     The Link to the District  
           5M3 website is 
  http://www.5m3lions.org  
or you can Google ‘5M3 Lions’ 
 
         MD5M website is 
      www.lionsmd5m.org 
or you can Google ‘MD5M Lions’ 
 
 
 
 

 
 

IPDG Virginia Spicer’s receiving her 2007-2008 Dist rict Governor Award from 
International Director Eugenio Roman Jr. and Distri ct Governor Dan Snobl 
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