
 

JANUARY 2008 5M3 LIONS 
NEWSLETTER 

 
 

 
ARE WE READY FOR THE MIDWINTER CONVENTION? 

To Do     Done        Check (� ) whether you and your club have done or still need to do 
  Have we sent in registration for meals to IPDG Darvin Raddatz? 
  Have we called the casino or a motel for room reservations? (See registration 

form) 
  Have we assigned the bringing along of our club banner to hang around the 

pool? 
  Have we chosen our voting delegates? (1 for every 10 Lions) 
  Have we decided to support the attendance of our chosen delegates? 
  Have we invited the family of the deceased for the Friday evening memorial 

service? 
  Have we sent a photo and bio of deceased Lion to Wayne Radloff? 
  Have we followed procedures for sending in Hall of Fame or Al Jensen Award 

winners? 
  Have we determined to bring along a raffle gift to benefit Campaign Sight 

First II? 
  Have we instructed our club treasurer on the Parade of the Green? 
 
 

PARADE OF GREEN INFORMATION 
Make checks out to bold type name. Our cabinet chairs will process the checks to desired 
destination. 
5M3 Diabetes   - (Vickie Radloff and Steve Cattnach). 
Lions MD5M Hearing Foundation or Children’s Hearing Center (depending on your 
wishes) –  (PDG James Krueger and PDG Bob Thoma) $2 per member appreciated 
Minnesota Hearing and Service Dogs, Inc. – (Galen Engholm) $1 per member appreciated 
L.C.I.F. – (IPDG Darvin Raddatz) $2. per member appreciated 
Leader Dogs for the Blind – (Deloy King) $1 per member appreciated 
Minnesota Lions Eye Bank – (PDG Allen Struck and Warren Velde) $2 per member 
appreciated (If you wish to specially designate the Mac Center or Children’s Eye Clinic, do so 
on memo line) 
Lions Quest/Youth Outreach/Peace Poster – (Donald Plahn,, Val Ommodt)) $1 per member 
appreciated for each 
MD 5M3 Special Olympics – (Jerry Fix) 
Campaign SightFirst II  – (John Myers) Each club has designated or will designate its own goal) 
 

Clubs may have instructed Treasurers to send in the funds for these 5M3 District charities 
throughout the year as they were received by the club. In that case just place a note to record 
amount in the Parade of Green box at Registration Table. Other clubs will want to take this 
convenient opportunity to make the club’s annual contribution by check. Our chairpersons will 
total the amounts for their charity and announce the amounts to the convention as an 
encouragement to us all to support the worthy charities we have chosen as a district. 



 
 
 
 
 
                                                                        

                     PRAIRIE’S EDGE, GRANITE FALLS, MINNESOTA  
     

Friday, February 22  
 

4:00-6:00 p.m. Registration and Voter Certification (Parade of the Green baskets; 
raffle prizes/ raffle tickets in the portico where registration occurs) 
 
6:00-7:30 p.m. Cabinet Meeting and Buffet Dinner in Minnesota River Room (with 
partners in service) 
  

8:00-8:30 p.m. Memorial Service in Yellow Medicine Room 
 (Family members of the memorialized will receive candles, flowers) 
9:00-10:00 p.m. Entertainment by Holly Vandenberg- Hospitality rooms will be open 
 
Saturday, February 23 
8:00-1:00 p.m. Registration/Voter Certification (in lobby, Granite Falls, Wood Lake, 
Clarkfield clubs assisting) 
  

8:30-11:30 Seminars     Facilitator: VDG Dan Snobl (seminar order flexible) 
   8:30-9:10 Bunny Tabbat for Leader Dogs (Cabinet Member Deloy King, Coordinator) 
   9:15-9:55 Lions Eye Bank/Clinic (Cabinet Members Al Struck, Warren Velde,  Coordinators) 
  10:00-10:40 Spring Point Project (Cabinet Members Vickie Radloff, Steve Cattnach  Coord.) 
  10:45-11:25 Diabetes (Cabinet Members Vickie Radloff, Steve Cattnach Coordinators) 
 

12:00-1:30 Noon Luncheon (PDG Dar Raddatz, MC) in Minnesota Room 
 Recognition Awards; Guest Speaker Bunny Tabatt from Leader Dogs for the Blind 
 

2:00-3:30 p.m.  5M3 Business Meeting in Yellow Medicine Room (Elections; 
Introduction of Debra Wasserman and Robert Vokes, Candidates for International 
Director, etc.) 
 

3:30-5:30 p.m. Hospitality Rooms 
 

6:00-9:00 p.m. Evening Banquet in Grand Ball Room (PDGs wear whites) 
 Guest Speaker: ID Patti Hill from Canada 
 

9:00-12:00 Midnight   Lion Al Lang will entertain the Lions 
 

Sunday, February 24 
8:00-8:40 a.m. A Worship Opportunity  
9:00-11:00 Brunch: Raffle; Guest Speaker: Deb Wasserman, Campaign SightFirst II; 

                                   Dale Pavlis’ Ride for Sight 
11:00 a.m. Adjournment 

MIDWINTER CONVENTION 
SCHEDULE—5M3 
February 22-24-2008 

 



 

 

 
                                                   

   MID-WINTER CONVENTION - FEBRUARY 22-24, 2008 
 

PRAIRIE’S EDGE CASINO, GRANITE FALLS, MINNESOTA 
 
 Lion’s Name:________________ Guest Name:____________________________ 
 
Address:____________________      City: __________________________________ 
 
State &Zip: _________________     Telephone Number: ______________________ 
 
 Lions District:_______________ Club Name:_____________________________ 
 
 Is this your first 5M3 Convention? ________________________________________ 
 
 List any special needs you may have: ______________________________________ 
 
 EVENT:               Before January 15th  /  After January 15th  / Enter # persons below 
 
 Friday night entertainment     Free                 Free              #_______Free_______ 
 
 Saturday Noon Luncheon        $12.00              $16.00          #_______   $_________ 
 
 Saturday Banquet                $25.00              $29.00          #_______   $_________ 
 
 Sunday Brunch                  $18.00              $20.00          # _______   $________ 
 

Or Purchase Meal Booklets at a REDUCED PRICE 
 
 Meal Booklet (all meals)      $50.00               $60.00          #________  $________ 
 
 (Notice - NO REGISTRATION FEES)                Final Total   #________  $________ 
 
 Make Check Payable to:   5M3 Mid-Winter Convention 
 Mail Completed Form and Payment to: 
 PDG Darvin Raddatz, 304 Hollywood Ave, New Ulm, MN 56073 
 Room reservations with Prairie’s Edge Casino, Granite Falls, MN (������������ ). 
 Request 5M3 Lions rate @ $65.00 at Prairie’s Edge. 
 Other Motels: Best Western (507) 532-3221 or Comfort Inn (507)532-3070  at Marshall 



2008-2009 NOMINATIONS FOR 5M3 DISTRICT GOVERNOR  
AND VICE DISTRICT GOVERNOR 

 
Dear Lion District Governor Virginia Spicer and Fellow Lions of District 5M3: 
 
Lion Dan Snobl:  Pursuant to resolution made and adopted by the Tracy Lions Club and 
the Board of Directors thereof, it is my privilege to place before you the name of Lion 
Dan Snobl, of the Tracy Lions Club, as a candidate for the office of District Governor, 
District 5M3, Lions Clubs International, for a term commencing in 2008. 
 
When I had the pleasure in November 2006 to suggest the candidacy of Lion Dan for 
Vice-District Governor, I was able to describe for then Lion District Governor Dar 
Raddatz the qualities of Lion Dan that made him fit for that important position. I 
mentioned his long-time membership to the faculty at Southwest Minnesota State 
University, his dedication to his family, his service to his club as Club President in 2003-
04 and in several Vice President Capacities, his efforts in establishing and nurturing the 
SMSU Lions Club and the award to him, by his Club, of the prestigious Lions of the Year 
award. I am now able to also tell you of his extensive involvement over the past several 
years in District 5M3 Cabinet affairs including serving 2 years as a Zone Chair and his 
election for a second term as President of the Tracy Lions Club commencing July 1, 
2007.  Lion Dan is respected in our Club for his concern about all its members, and his 
ability in a leadership position to make decisions. He is also very receptive to giving due 
consideration to new ideas and different ways of doing things. I feel quite confident that 
these qualities, among others, and his experience as a Lion, will serve our District well 
should you place him in the position of leading us for 2008-09. 
 
Lion Mike Appel:  The Milroy Lions would like to nominate Michael Appel as the Vice 
District Governor of 5M3 for 2008-09.  Mike joined the Milroy Lions in 1985 and was 
elected as 1 year Director in 1986. The following year he was President of the club. He 
followed that with Zone chairman in 1988 and 1989 for 5M3. 1989 he was 3rd vice pres, 
1990 2nd nice, 1991 1st vice, 1992 President. He also served as membership director in 
1990 and 1991. In 1990 he served as Regional Chairman for 5M3. Mike served in 1998 
as 3rd vice pres, in 1999 as 1st Vice, and in 2000 as club president.  From 2001 – 2004 he 
served as Zone chair for Region 1 Zone 1. Mike assumed the club secretary position in 
2003 and has won 5M3 secretary award three times. He is currently serving as Group 
Coordinator for Campaign Sight First II 2006 – 2008 and Zone Chair 2008. Mike has 
helped chair several local Lions events since he became a member. He has sponsored 4 
new members and has had perfect attendance for 22 years. In addition to Lions activities, 
Mike is active in his local church as a lector. His community, by serving on zoning 
committee for years and recently is serving on the Economic Development Board for the 
city of Milroy. He is State Secretary for The Soil and Water Conservation National 
Society, a member of the National Active and Retired Federal Employees Association. 
AARP, where he serves as a Defensive Driving Instructor and member. He is a member 
of Milroy Lions as well as his daughter Carrie and son-in-law David Shofner. The Milroy 
Lions feel that Mike will be a great addition to the 5M3 team as VDG.  

 



THE AL JENSEN LEADERSHIP AWARD 
 

The Al Jensen Leadership Award is named after PCC Alvin “Al” Edward Jensen, who 
died of cancer in 1975 after 20 years of distinguished service in Lions.  PCC Al Jensen is 
mostly remembered as caring, effective, dedicated but quiet leader. He was a man who 
taught by word and example. A man who could make meaningful suggestions without 
putting a person down. A man who knew when someone needed advice and how to give 
the advice in a way that strengthened their confidence and their leadership ability. A man 
who could affect change without making waves or causing problems. A man who was 
always available when advice was needed. A leader who helped people build their skills 
and self-confidence. Lion Al was well known and highly respected from the grass roots 
level of Lionism to the very highest offices in our association as a man who gave much 
and expected little in return. 
 
Lion Al Jensen had a deep love for what Lionism meant and he did everything he could 
to share that love with others. 
 
Only one or two awards will be given each Lions year.  Each district governor will 
nominate no more than one Lion to receive the award. 
 
A Lion receiving the Al Jensen Award must have at least five years of service in Lions to 
be considered.  The nomination must be made on the official nomination form, available 
from the District Governor. The nomination form is to be signed by the District Governor 
and given to the Council Chair by March 1 of each year. 
 
For this District 5M3, DG Virginia Spicer must have the nomination form by 
February 15th. 
 

2008 PEACE POSTER CONTEST 
 

I would like to extend my appreciation to the 5M3 Lions Clubs that participated in the 
2008 PEACE POSTER CONTEST.  The clubs included Fairmont, St. James, Jackson, 
Hadley, Tracy and Redwood Falls.  It was very gratifying to see the very personal and 
deep longing for the peace of our world which all poster participants encouraged with 
their artistry. 
 
The winning 5M3 District Peace Poster will be displayed at the Mid-winter Convention 
in Granite Falls. 
               - District Governor Virginia Spicer 
 

5M3 LIONS CLUBS SPONSORING DISTRICT NEWSLETTER 
 

Fairmont  Lucan   Jasper   Jasper Quarry   Tracy         St. James   
The 5M3 District Newsletter needs your financial support.  Your club’s name will be listed for 
$40.00 and larger Business Card size ads are $80.00.  Send checks to the 5M3 Cabinet 
Treasurer:  Jay Mann  1004 N Carol  Luverne, MN 56156-1131 



GOVERNORS SCHEDULE 
 
January   21       Fulda Visit ~ Tentative date 
January  25-27  5M4 Midwinter Convention ~ Alexandria 

5M10 Midwinter Convention ~ Thunder Bay, ON. 
 5M11  Midwinter Convention ~ Mahnomen, MN 

January 28  Luverne/Hills Visit ~ 6 PM ~ Blue Mound Banquet Rm. 
February 11  Jackson Visit ~ 6:15 PM ~ Am. Legion Hall 
February 22,23,24  District 5M3 Convention ~ Prairies Edge Casino Granite 

Falls, MN. 
April 11,12 MERLO TRAINING – Mahnomen, MN 
April 26 Governor’s Night Out Ball/Cabinet Meeting-SMSU 

Conference Center 
May 1 - 4 MD5M Convention & Council of Governors—Mahnomen, 

MN 
July 10 - 14 Leos Leadership Forum - Southwest Minnesota State 

University  
 
                                                                               

HONORING 5M3 LIONS WHO HAVE SERVED 
 

At the Mid-Winter convention each year, 5M3 honors those members of our Lions Clubs who 
have died during the past calendar year.  On February 22nd at 8:00 p.m. in the Yellow Medicine 
Room, we will be honoring members who died during 2007.  Family members of the memorialized 
will receive candles and flowers. 
 
I need your assistance in getting a picture of the each member who has died this past year for a slide 
presentation. Club Secretaries should provide me with a Memorial Obituary of their deceased 
members with a picture.  
 
Please notify the correct spelling of the Lions members name and the date of death to:  
 
Lion Wayne Radloff              wayneradloff@mindspring.com               R: (507)865-4732 
2028 235th Street 
Lynd, MN 56157 
 

LEOS LEADERSHIP FORM 
 
PDG Jim Martindale, MD5M Leo Chair continues to solicit support for the LEO 
LEADERSHIP FORM to be held at Southwest Minnesota State University July 10-14, 
2008.  PDG Jim stated “a little over half of the funding is in place so we need a big push 
to finish this off.”  Individual clubs don’t have to have a Leo Club to support this.  
MD5M is trying to stress that any one interested in involving young people with our 
organization should support this.  Please mail a check to: 
5M3 Cabinet Treasurer, Jay Mann—1004 N. Carol, 
                                                           Luverne, MN 56156-1131 



 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Lion Jim Salfer 
Melvin Jones Award Recipient 

Wabbaso Lions Club 

Lion Steve Pottratz & his leader dog with 
District Governor Virginia Spicer 

Wood Lake, Echo & Vesta Lions Club 
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