
DISTRICT 5M3 JANUARY 2009 NEWSLETTER 
 

My fellow Lions “SPIRIT IS STRONGER THAN DISABILITY”  in District 5M3 as 
we move into a New Year of 2009 with this wonderful letter I received from Lion Doug 
Bengtson of Wood Lake, Minnesota.  
 

“DISABILITY DOES NOT SLOW  STEVE POTTRATZ” 
 
 I would like to introduce you to a very unique individual.  His name is Steve and 
he is my neighbor.  What is so unique about that?  Well, you see Steve is totally blind.  
He has a leader dog and my wife and I like to support the Leader Dog School.  That is 
only a small part of what Steve is.  I want to tell you about a man who has not allowed 
his disability to get in his way at all.  Although it is true Steve has no formal education 
other than high school, he is a man of many talents. 
 
 My story begins in early July when I received my Dad’s old John Deere tractor.  It 
was in pretty tough shape and would not start.  The engine was stuck and it needed a lot 
of work.  I was hoping to have it running by mid August for the Wood Lake Fair.  It 
was my thought that my Dad could last least drive it.  Steve took the project on with 
total commitment.  I was gone a week and when I came back, my wife informed me that 
Steve had taken the engine apart and was overhauling it.  Well, I knew he had the 
ability to do this but I didn’t know how well he could do it.  I soon found out that he 
had taken the apart the engine is a very systematic approach.  I would know as I have 
spent many years doing mechanic work myself.  To make a long story short, I had my 
tractor running and painted for the parade at the Wood Lake Fair.  How does he do it 
many people ask?  I tell them the same as he told me.  “I have ten little eyes,” says 
Steve. 
 
 Steve is currently restoring a 1950 Chevy pickup.  He has the fenders and the box 
off.  He is working on the brake system and once in a while, he calls me to come over 
and help him with something.  I gladly do this as I enjoy watching him work.  The only 
trouble with this is that I need a light and he doesn’t.  
  
Steve’s disability has given me a whole new insight of the blind.  One of which makes 
me proud to say I live next door him.  Steve is someone to get to know.  Just watch for 
him and his dog as they go about their every day business.   

 
 
 
 



 
EUGENIO ROMAN JR.  
INTERNATIONAL DIRECTOR   
 
Eugenio Roman Jr., from Arecibo, Puerto Rico, was elected to serve a two-year term as a director of The 
International Association of Lions Clubs at the association’s 91st International Convention, held in 
Bangkok, Thailand, June 23-27, 2008. 

 
Director Roman is a sales and marketing director. 
 
A member of the Arecibo Capitan Correa Lions Club and a Lion since 
1981, Director Roman has held many offices within the association, 
including club president, zone chairperson, region chairperson, district 
governor and Multiple District 51 Membership chairperson. 
 
In recognition of his service to the association, Director Roman has 
received numerous awards, including a multiple district recognition 
award, the 100% District Governor Award and the International 
President’s Leadership Award. He is a Progressive Melvin Jones 
Fellow. 
 
In addition to his Lions activities, Director Roman has been active in 
numerous professional and community organizations, including the 

Knights of Columbus and the American Society of Quality Control. Director Roman and his wife, Ibis 
Guzman, also a Lion, have two children. 

 
 
 
 
 

DISTRICT 5M3 2009 CANDIDATES FOR ELECTION  
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Lions and Lioness of District 5M3, come and be reenergized at the 2009 5M3 Mid-Winter 
Convention.  IPDG Virginia Spicer and the Lions from Region 1, Zone 1, which includes the clubs 
of Balaton, Lake Benton, Marshall, Milroy, Minneota, Russell, Southwest Minnesota State 
University Lions, Tracy and Tyler, have put together three (3) fun filled days.  ARE YOU READY 
FOR THE MIDWINTER CONVENTION?  
 
To Do     Done        Check (� ) whether you and your club have done or still need to do 
  Have we sent in registration for meals to IPDG Virginia Spicer? 
  Have we called the casino or hotel for a room reservations? (See registration 

form) 
  Have we assigned the bringing along of our club banner to hang around the 

Yellow Medicine Room? 
  Have we chosen our voting delegates? (1 for every 10 Lions) 
  Are you bringing a son(s), daughter(s) or grandchildren to the convention? 
  Have we invited the family of the deceased for the Friday evening Memorial 

Service? 
  Have we sent a photo and bio of deceased Lion to Wayne Radloff? 
  Has your club followed procedures for sending in MD5M Hall of Fame or  

Al Jensen Award winners? 
  Have your club determined to bring along a raffle gift to benefit the New 

Minnesota Lions Diabetes Foundation? 
  Have we instructed our club treasurer on the Parade of the Green? 
 

PARADE OF GREEN INFORMATION 
Make checks out to appropriate Lions Foundations or District 5M3 Programs. Our Cabinet Chairs 
will process the checks to desired destination. 
Minnesota Lions Diabetes Foundation – (Mary Snobl and Ellen Radel) $2 per member appreciated 
Lions MD5M Hearing Foundation or Children’s Hearing Center (depending on your wishes) – 
(John Meyers and PDG Bob Thoma) $2 per member appreciated 
Minnesota Hearing and Service Dogs, Inc. – (Galen Engholm) $1 per member appreciated 
L.C.I.F. – (IPDG Virginia Spicer) $2 per member appreciated 
Leader Dogs for the Blind – (Deloy King) $1 per member appreciated 
Minnesota Lions Eye Bank – (PDG Barnie Olson and Jim Fromm) $2 per member appreciated (If 
you wish to specially designate the Mac Center or Children’s Eye Clinic, do so) Lions Quest/Youth 
Outreach/Peace Poster – (Donald Plahn, Gary Gottfried and Pat Madson) $1 per member appreciated for 
each 
5M3 Special Olympics – (Paul Weiland, Lee Raske and Dan Leach) $1 per member appreciated 
5M3 Diabetes -- (PDG Allen Struck and Steve Cattnach) $1 per member appreciated 
Project New Hope – (DG Dan Snobl and Eugene Spicer) $1 per member appreciated 
 

Clubs may have instructed Treasurers to send in the funds for these 5M3 District charities throughout the year 
as they were received by the club. In that case just place a note to record amount in the Parade of Green box at 
Registration Table. Other clubs will want to take this convenient opportunity to make the club’s annual 
contribution by check. Our chairpersons will total the amounts for their charity and announce the amounts to 
the convention as an encouragement to us all to support the worthy charities we have chosen as a district. 

  
 



5M3 2009 MIDWINTER CONVENTION SCHEDULE  
                PRAIRIE’S EDGE, GRANITE FALLS, MINNESOTA  

     
Friday, February 20  
4:00-6:00 p.m. Registration and Voter Certification (Parade of the Green baskets; raffle prizes/ 
raffle tickets in the portico where registration occurs) 
 
6:00-7:30 p.m. Cabinet Meeting and Buffet Dinner in Minnesota River Room (with partners in 
service) 
  

8:00-8:30 p.m. Memorial Service in Yellow Medicine Room 
 (Family members of the memorialized will receive candles and flowers) 
9:00-10:00 p.m. Entertainment by Tracy High School Choir- Hospitality rooms will be open 
 
Saturday, February 21 
7:30-8:15 a.m.  Diabetes Walk  Yellow Medicine Room (Coordinators:  Diabetes Committee) 
 
8:00-1:00 p.m. Registration/Voter Certification at Registration Desk in Conference Lobby  
  

8:30-11:30 Seminars  Facilitator: VDG Mike Appel (seminar order flexible) Yellow Medicine Room 
   8:30-9:10 Tony Winter , Worthington Radio Station 730-KWOA, Disability and Transitioning, 
  (SMSU President Enna Mathema, Coordinator) 
   9:15-9:55 Dr. Brian Flannagan, University of Minnesota Immunology and Transplant Department 
  Human Subject Criteria for Islet Cells Clinical Tri als, (PDG Al Struck, Coordinator) 
  10:00-10:40 Jennifer MacKinnon - Cornea Transplant Recipient, Brenda and Jaycie Nygaard-  
  Prosthetic Eye Recipient, (Coordinator - PDG Daryl “Barney” Olson) 
  10:45-11:25 Bruce Billingham, Project New Hope, (Coordinator – Veteran Eugene Spicer) 
  12:00-1:30 Noon Luncheon (IPDG Virginia Spicer, MC) in Minnesota Room, Recognition Awards;  
  Guest Speaker Len Quinn and Ginger from Leader Dogs for the Blind (Coordinator – Deloy King) 
   District 5M3 Peace Poster Contest Winner, Nolan Hohenstein, (Coordinator – Pat Madson) 
 
2:00-3:30 p.m.  5M3 Business Meeting in Yellow Medicine Room (Elections)  
                          Short presentation by PDG Ole Nelson-International Convention 
    Short presentation by Lion Jerry Wolher with Friendship Adventures 
    Fun with Sewing by Fabrics Plus-Marshall in Minnesota Room 
     
3:30-5:30 p.m. Hospitality Rooms 
 
6:00-9:00 p.m. Evening Banquet-Grand Ball Room (DG Dan Snobl, MC) (PDGs wear whites) 
Guest Speaker: ID Eugenio Roman Jr., Arecibo, Puerto Rico 
 

9:00–11:00 p.m.  Hospitality Rooms  
 

Sunday, February 22 
8:00-8:40 a.m. A Worship Opportunity, Rev. Gary Gottfried and Eugenie Davis 

 
9:00-11:00 Brunch, Good Byes and Adjournment: (DGE Mike Appel, MC)  Raffle:  (SMSU 
Lions Club)  
               



 
 



RESOLUTION AND AMENDAMENT TO SUB-DISTRICT 5M3 
 

RESOULTION TO SUPPORT PROJECT NEW HOPE 
 
Whereas, 
 
 The Lions and Lioness Clubs of Sub-District 5M3 of the MD5M have worked hard 
to support and educate and to support organizations and entities who are actively interested 
in our veterans and their well-being, and 
 
Whereas,  
 
 Project New Hope is a Minnesota nonprofit organization, and 
 
Whereas, 
 
 Project New Hope has a mission to serve veterans in Minnesota. 
 
Now therefore, 
 
 We, the certified delegates of Sub-District 5M3 at our February 21, 2009  
 Midwinter Business Meeting hereby resolve to support the New Hope  
 Project and to assist in publicizing and promoting its activities to the  
 Lions and Lioness members within 5M3, in cooperation with the Project 
 New Hope Organization, which is to be endorsed by MD5M at their May 
  2009 Annual Meeting. 
 
February 20, 2009 
 
      Respectfully submitted, 
      2008-2009 5M3 Sub-District Cabinet 
 

 
This Resolution to support Project New Hope was submitted to the Lions and Lioness 
Clubs  
of Sub-District 5M3 on January 20, 2009 through the Sub-District 5M3 Website and will 
be placed in the January 2009 District 5M3 Newsletter. 
 
      Respectfully submitted 



      Daniel E. Snobl, 5M3 District Governor 
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We are coming down to the finally Stretch. 

The 2009 International Convention is 6 months away.   It will be time to 
renew old friendships & make new ones. 

92nd Lions Clubs International Convention 
Minneapolis, Minnesota, USA 
Schedule of Events (subject to change) 
Monday, July 6 - Friday, July 10, 2009 

OFFICIAL CONVENTION EVENTS 

MONDAY, JULY 6  
09:00 – 17:00 Exhibit Hall and Convention Services Center 
19:00 – 21:30 District Governors-elect Seminar Celebration Banquet    

Meet & Greet Lions of the world. 

TUESDAY, JULY 7 
10:00 Step-off International Parade 
09:00 – 17:00 Exhibit Hall and Convention Services Center 
15:30 – 17:00 Seminars 

18:30 – 20:00 International Show      Beach Boys If the volunteer brings a family member to 
the parade they can get tickets for the Beach Boys show. 

WEDNESDAY, JULY 8  
09:00 – 18:00 Exhibit Hall and Convention Services Center 
09:30 – 12:30 Opening Plenary Session – Presidential Address, Flag Ceremony, International 
Parade Results 
13:00 – 15:00 Melvin Jones Fellow Luncheon 
13:30 – 17:00 Seminars 
14:00 – 16:00 Membership Key Awards Ice Cream Social – “Saluting the Cream of the Crop” 
16:30 – 18:00 Candidates Caucus Meeting 

Lions Night at the Twins park 

THURSDAY, JULY 9  
09:00 – 17:00 Exhibit Hall and Convention Services Center 

09:00 – 11:30 Second Plenary Session – Memorial Service, Keynote speaker   Colin Powell 

Keynote Address, Nominations for Second Vice President and International Directors 
13:00 – 17:00 Seminars 
18:30 – 22:30 "The Hero Awards" Banquet 



FRIDAY, JULY 10  
07:00 – 10:00 Exhibit Hall and Convention Services Center 
07:00 – 10:00 Voting 
09:30 – 13:00 Final Plenary Session – Humanitarian Award Presentation, Installation of 2009–2010 
International President, U.N. Flag Ceremony, Installation of 2009-2010 District Governors 
19:00 – 21:00 International Officers Reception 

SATURDAY, JULY 11  
14:00 – 18:00 International Board of Directors Meeting 

Convention Services Center includes:  Onsite Registration, Certification, District & Finance Office, 
Parade Office, Pin Traders, Host Committee Office, Local Tours and Attractions, Club Supplies, and 
Voting. 

 
 

This is a time to attend an International convention while it is in our back yard, and let the world know 
about 5M. 
 
After you register for 100.00 to LCI the committee would like you to volunteer for one shift, and you will 
get 25.00 back. 
 
The convention committee has been working on this convention for two years, and we need your help 
to make it happen. 
We need 500 to 700 volunteers; You can register at http://www.2009lionsconvention.org  
Your club president has your User ID and password.  If someone asks for it, ID is 5mlions password is 
volunteer 
 
Volunteers for 5M need to: 
 
 Register as an attendee 
 Fill out the volunteer registration form 
 Purchase a 5M blue shirt if you don’t have one. 
 Application for the shirts, are on line. 
 Registration is still 100.00 for 5M Lions only. 
 You will get back 25.00 if you volunteer. 
 Check with your club, allot of the club are picking up all or part of the cost. 
 
MD5M main hotel is the Marriott MPLS, on 394 West of 169 
There will be free parking 
The second hotel for MD5M will be Spring Hills on 394 near 100. 
There will be RV Parking for campers at the State Fair grounds. 
 
The International Convention don’t get this close to us, so lets take advantage of this opportunity, 
 
Lets show the world we have the Lions Spirit. 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 



5M-3 District Governor  
1794 Co. Rd. #9 
Tracy, MN 56175 
R:  (507) 629-4734 
dansnobl@llwb.coop 
 

 
 
     The Link to the District  
           5M3 website is 
  http://www.5m3lions.org  
or you can Google ‘5M3 Lions’ 
 
         MD5M website is 
      www.lionsmd5m.org 
or you can Google ‘MD5M Lions’ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5M3 LIONS CLUBS SPONSORING DISTRICT NEWSLETTER 
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The 5M3 District Newsletter needs your financial support.  Your club’s name will 
be listed for $40.00 and larger Business Card size ads are $80.00.  Send checks 
to the 5M3 Cabinet Treasurer:   
          Ronne Robbins,  
          2166 201st St.,  
          Tracy, MN 56175 
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