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Presentation of Melvin Jones Fellow Award to Steve Cattnach by VG Virginia Spicer 
 

GOVERNORS NOTES 
 

It is a challenge to start an article for the newsletter, as there are so many items of interest that 
need to be brought forward to “enlighten” you. 
 
Our biggest challenge facing our district is our declining membership(and you are saying to 
yourself “Oh good grief here she goes again”), BUT, it's true and I think we all know that. Net one 
new member per club would put us back on the up side again. And some clubs have exceeded 
that goal. Great work!! It can be done! 
 
Lions, We need to be creative and dream up new ways of attracting those new members. 
Families should be invited and encouraged to be involved with your community activities. I just 
attended the Milroy club meeting and there was a young family there with a precious new baby 
girl and it was my pleasure to present her mother(Carrie  
Shofner) with a diamond We Serve president pin. How great to present a young Lion with these 
awards. Congratulations Carrie and your Milroy Lions!! 
 
Now, I am quoting our IP Mahendra, about our routines, If you read your Lions magazine, you will 
recognize these words ~~~ how we like routines, yes, we do and it is quite a challenge to change 
those. Our Lions clubs also fall into the same old routines, doing the same things year after year, 
but our world has changed and so we need a challenge to change the way we do things too. We 
Lions have been successful for 90 years and hopefully we can be successful for many more 
years. As our International President says, “The world wants us & needs us. Let's show the world 
that we can SERVE! 
 
Vice District Governor, Virginia Spicer  



 

 
 

Zone Chair Wayne Radloff helped with mobility assistance at the Diabetic Expo 
 

Luverne Lions & Luverne Lions 92 chartered two buses to take 75 people to the diabetes expo in 
the Minneapolis convention centre on Saturday, Oct 13, 2007. 
  
Sponsors included Sanford Health Systems, the Minnesota Veterans Home, & Glen’s Food 
Center Luverne.  Sanford handled the advertising and sent two paid representatives on the trip.  
Sanford sent and RN specializing in diabetes and a dietician. 
  
Twenty-two Lions from Luverne, Pipestone, and Worthington & Butterfield MN. attended the 
Expo. 
  
The MN. Veterans home also sent a dietician.  Glen’s Food Center furnished a sack lunch for the 
bus ride to the Expo. The Luverne community education was instrumental in organizing the event. 
  
The expo included a library with diabetic recipes, bone density screenings, blood sugar tests, 
A1C testing & presentations by doctors specializing in diabetes.  Cooking demonstrations were 
being held through out the day. Many participants received free blood monitors and other diabetic 
supplies.  - Steve Cattnach - 
 
 

ATTENTION: CLUB SECRETARIES & TREASURERS 
 
Some of our clubs are not sending in their reports (MMR's and activity reports) on time or not at 
all. If you are having trouble, Let me know & together, maybe we can get back on a timely 
schedule. It does not look good for our district or your club when these reports are late!! 
I have also received a financial recap for all our clubs in the district. I will be contacting those 
clubs that have past due accounts with International. 
Clubs , please stay on top of this & try not to let your dues get out there too far. If your club is 
behind ~ please make an effort get it taken care of. 
 



 
ATTENTION: PRESIDENTS & SECRETARIES 

 
Out district treasurer has sent out the semi-annual district dues billings and they have 
been misquoted. 
 
Of the top four items, your club needs to pay only “1/2” of those amounts and pay the 
rest of the billing as stated. 
 
We apologize for the mistake, hopefully we can catch it before everyone pays their dues 
and then we’d have to make out “refund” checks again. 
 
If you have any questions, please call either me or Jay Mann. Our numbers are:  
DG Virginia Spicer – (507) 825-5106       Email: vgspicer@iw.net 
Dist Treas. Jay Mann – (507) 283-2238 
 
As long as I have your undivided attention, How about getting those governor visits 
scheduled, it would be great to have most of them done before the “wintery” weather sets 
in! Give me a call or send in those governor visit sheets from the newsletter. 
 
Together We Server! 
 
District Governor Virginia Spicer 
 
 

GOVERNORS SCHEDULE 
 

November 1 Milroy Visit 6:30 PM 
November 5 Welcome, Fairmont, Truman, Sherburn Visit 5:30 PM 
November 8 2

nd

Cabinet Meeting Dovray, MN. 6 PM 
November 12 Lakefield Visit 6 PM 
November 13 Lamberton Visit 7 PM 
November 14 Reg 1 ~ Zones 1 & 2 Meeting, Panda Buffet Marshall @ 6:30 PM 
November 15 Reg 2 ~ Zones 1 & 2 Meeting, Orchid Inn, Sleepy Eye 
November 19 Fulda Visit 6:15 PM 
November 20 Westbrook Membership Night 6:30 PM Program 7PM @  Community 

Center 
November 28 Tyler, Russell/Lynd Visit 7 PM 

December 2 Lucan Visit ~ Social 6 PM Supper 7PM 
December 10 Worthington Visit 6:15 PM 
January 8 Wood Lake, Echo, Vesta Visit 6:30 PM 
January 15 Snow date 
January 28 Luverne/Hills Visit ~ 6 PM 
February 
22,23,24 

District 5M3 Convention ~ Prairies Edge Casino   Granite Falls, MN. 



 
 
 



 
 

Lion Dale & Cindi Pavlis 
 
 

CONFESSIONS OF A BUCKET SEAT COWBOY 
 

I felt the pain you-know-where. I felt it already when Lisa Saner announced to 5M3 that Dale 
Pavlis was going to ride a horse 235 miles—from Hadley MN to Gregory SD—to publicize 
Campaign SightFirst II and to raise funds for this worldwide effort to provide sight for the vision-
handicapped. The ride took place from September 9-19 and I am still feeling it. I felt the pain even 
more when a Lion from Western Minnesota, more horse-savvy than I, shook his head and said, 
“That’s just an awfully long daily ride to try to do on a horse!” 
 
But no longer am I feeling the pain that was a vivid hangover from my memories of a childhood 
horse ride that lasted a bare mile—my first, last, and only horse ride—now I am feeling the joy of 
Dale’s accomplishment in raising the $ 4982 for Campaign SightFirst II and for publicizing the 
service efforts of Lions International.  From my comfortable vantage point behind the wheel of my 
bucket seat minivan, I toot my horn in applause. To prove that Dale’s ride got him into vital 
contact with grass roots America, take a look at the above beautiful picture, just one of the many 
which he has placed on his web site. His “Ride for Sight” will be remembered by young and old. 
But most importantly, by our grass roots.  - PDG Dar Raddatz -  
 
 

ZONE MEETING 
 

Region II ~ Zones 1, 2, 3 will be meeting at the Orchid Inn in Sleepy Eye on November 15, 07. 
Meeting will be held in the Northwest Passage Rm, 
with social hour at 6 – 6:30 PM. Presidents and secretaries and any Lion is invited. Hope to see 
you there! 



HEARING FOUNDATION NEWS 
 
At the risk of repeating myself, most of you already know that we Lions and many people in the 
“hearing care” community finally succeeded in getting infant hearing screening mandated 
(previously suggested) and funded by the Minnesota Legislature. Here’s the rest of the story. A 
lot of people got involved and as a result there were a number of bills presented and passed 
including:  

1) Funds for trained guides to provide parents of hearing impaired children with unbiased 
information about language, medical and educational choices. 

2) Money to hire an audiologist/director of a hearing instrument loan bank to give people 
time to arrange for permanent aids. The average loan has been running 7 months. 

3) Assistance for families to hire an in-the-home sign language instructor if that is the 
communication of choice. 

4) Funding (with matching funds from the Bremer Foundation) for a statewide coordinator in 
the Department of Education to measure language development of babies with hearing 
loss and report the results to the families. 

5) A requirement that insurance companies operating in Minnesota pay for hearing aids 
once every three years for both ears. The deductible for the aid can not exceed that of 
the standard policy. 

6) Increased funding for support service providers of deaf / blind children and adults. 
7) Money to save the nationally recognized program, Vector, that trains students 18-21 to 

get and keep jobs or get them ready for college and help them graduate. This program 
has had a 95% success rate. Sufficient funds were provided to allow the program to offer 
services statewide. 

If you know of anyone who might need any of these services please make the effort to inform 
them of their availability! Put our motto to work! 
 
Remember, PDG Bob and I make “house calls”. That is we will come to your club and present a 
program.  
 
The need goes on for new equipment, training, research grants and continued development of 
comprehensive, one-stop, Lions Children’s Hearing Center. Your contributions are appreciated. 
Thanks 
 
PDG Jim Krueger, trustee     (507) 831 - 3341 
PDG Bob Thoma, trustee      (320) 564 - 4676 
 
 
 

 
 



 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

MN Lions Eye Bank / Children’s Eye Clinic / MAC Center Co-Chair 
Warren Velde, DG Virginia & Eugene Spicer attended the October 27, 
2007, Thanksgiving for Vision Celebration located at the Earl Browne 
facility in Brooklyn Centre. The Silent auction raised $5700. 
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