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   Lion Kal Bhakri, of the SMSU Lions Club, has changed 

 the way he looks at life. 

   The SMSU political science and sociology double  

major from Nepal spent 10 weeks in a Kenyan Village 

 this past summer, working for an organization called  

Thinkimpact. 

   Headquartered in Washington, D.C., Thinkimpact  

gives students an opportunity for an immersion  

experience in Africa.  Their job, once they are in a  

location, is to ñidentify their assets, and help that  

community,ò he said.  

   Lion Bhakri, along with 10 other college students from 

 across the country and two advisers, spent the summer  

in Chanagandhe, a village of 1,000 approximately 150  

miles south of Mombasa, Kenyaôs second largest city.  

   Lion Bhakri represented the smallest university among the  

group. 

   ñThere were five women and six men,ò he explained. 

  ñThe others were from schools like the University of  

California-Berkeley, Pittsburgh, Northwestern in Chicago,  

UCLA, schools like that.ò 

   While surfing the internet looking for internship  

possibilities, he ran across the Thinkimpact opportunity. 

   ñI applied and was accepted,ò he said. 

   The village has no plumbing, and most of the structures  

are two-room huts made of mud.  One room consists of  

living quarters, and the other, sleeping quarters.  Two 

 people inhabit each hut.  

   Cooking is done outside, and there is such a scarcity of  

food that the villagers eat just one meal a day, in the  

evening.   

   ñItôs usually óugali,ô which is corn flour with water,  

and cabbage leaves.  They eat meat about once a month,  

something like duck.  Goats are expensive,ò he said. 

   As far a village work go, women do just about  

everything, from gathering wood for the cooking fires 

 to washing, cleaning and any other chore that needs to be 

 done.  Women walk three hours one way balancing a jug  

on top of their head in order to reach the nearest water well.   

   ñI walked it one day with a woman,ò said Bhakri.  ñWe 

 got up at 5 a.m.  The jug holds about two gallons, and  

many women also carry a baby on their back.ò 

   The men? ñThey do very little, which is wrong,ò he said.  

   The project that Lion Bhakri is most proud of is the building 

of a greenhouse.  

   ñItôs a very dry area, and we made it out of white plastic,ò  

he said. 

   He bought vegetable seeds in Mombasa, where he also  

attended a seminar that gave him useful tips on how to build 

 a greenhouse. 

   ñI had returned to Marshall when they harvested their  

first vegetables, I have a lot of photos they sent,ò he said.   

ñThey only grow maize there, so they were happy to have  

the vegetables (tomatoes, beans, potatoes, cabbage). 

   ñItôs dry there from September to February.  We had a  

water-catching system, and dug a well.  The water you couldnôt 

drink, it was too salty, but it was OK for the vegetables.ò 

   He said the lack of water has made the villagers adjust their 

daily fluid intake.   

   ñThey can drink a liter of water, and it will last them for three 

days.  Theyôre like a camel,ò he said. 

   When it came time to return to the U.S., it was difficult. 

   ñThey wanted to give us 35 or 40 (ears of) maize to take home.  

They had nothing, yet they wanted to give us food, which is 

scarce there,ò he said.  

   There was a language barrier, but nothing that couldnôt be 

overcome.   

   ñThey donôt speak the Kenyan language.  Itôs a tribal language.  

I picked up some of the words,ò he said.  ñThey appreciated what 

we were there for, and what we did.ò 

   Initially, Lion Bhakri wanted to return to his native Nepal after 

graduation this coming May, but heôs changed his mind. 

   ñIôm from one of the poorest, most remote areas in the world.  

But when I went to Africa, there were so many that were poorer 

than me.  I need to help take care of those people first, before I 

return home,ò he said. 

   He sees the world differently now.  For instance, he works an 

on-campus job with ARAMARK, the campus food service 

provider.  He sees how much food is wasted by students 

something he never noticed before.  He appreciates what he has, 

and spends no time worrying about things he doesnôt. 

   He received financial help from several sources to make the 

adventure possible, including the Lions Club District 5M3, 

several university faculty and staff, and the SMSU Foundation.   

   As for Lion Bhakri, he is able to enjoy what he missed the 

most: ñClean linens, light, a nice bed to sleep and a nice 

bathroom shower.ò 

Lion Kal is the Lion the center/ brown shirt/ Lions symbol 
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          You're going to miss this;  You're going to want this back  

          You're going to wish these days;  Hadn't gone by so fast  

          These are some good times;  So take a good look around 

          You may not know it now;  But you're going to miss this. 

Much to Wayneôs dismay, I love country music! The above Trace Adkins song is 

how I feel tonight. I canôt believe how fast this year is going. I am trying to slow 

down and take it all in but Lions canôt wait!  

I am going to miss this! The days go by so fast! The nights that I spend with you in 

Fun and Lionôs fellowship are great! I am glad that we live in a digital world so 

that I will always have pictures to remember all of you. I am glad that I have the 

honor and privilege of representing our district and I hope when an accounting of 

my year is done that you will be glad too.  

Okay, no more melancholy! It is time to roll up our sleeves and get to work. How 

many clubs have found a signature service project? Are you inviting non-lions to 

work beside you? Have you told anyone lately what a great organization you 

belong to and that people are asking to team with us to do amazing things? I know 

I am guilty of letting opportunities pass me by but I am trying harder. It is hard 

with my Scandinavian background to push the issue.  

Please make sure you keep those convention reservations coming! WE have 

received a few but would like everyone to get that early bird discount. On that 

same note, please get any obituaries and pictures to Wayne. Anyone from 

February 1st , 2011 until January 30th will be included in our Memorial Service.  

I believed in you and you made my 2,500 trees a reality! I am so proud of all of 

you. Thanks for coming along for the ride! WE have one club that is hoping to 

have an on-going project for the next three years with tree planting. In the word of 

my teenage students, òWOOT! ñ  

There are only 4 clubs that have not connected with me for a visit. Please, get that 

sent in or call us! Thanks!  

Now, I have not addressed this too much because I think, no I BELIEVE that if 

you invite people and they see you having fun they will join our organization. 

However, I need your help! WE have lost some members to death, transfers and 

drops. We are down in membership and we have to work on getting new members. 

Have you done a community needs survey? Please consider doing this! Wayne and 

I will help with whatever you need. Please donôt let your club fall victim because I 

believe you would miss this!  

                                                                          DG Vickie Radloff Attends  

                                                                         New Ulmôs Fly-In Breakfast 
 

              DG Vickie Radloff and PDG Wayne  

         Radloff attended the Lions Club of New  

         Ulmôs 38th Annual Fly-In Breakfast on  

         Sept. 11, 2011. 1500 breakfasts were  

         served and 104 airplanes flew in. It was  

                   a record day for this event. A ñPresentation  

        of Flagsò was preformed by the local  

        Honor Guard at 7:46 a.m. to remember the  

        first plane hit on 9/11/2001.   

Pictured L to R: DG Vickie Radloff, PDG Wayne Radloff, VDG LeRoy Levorson 

and New Ulm Secretary Mary Jo Levorson.  



ON FAMILY        AND LIONS  

       International President Wing-Kun Tam wrote in his August 2011 Newsletter about the 

importance of family. He said, ñTreat your guests like family and treat your family like guests.ò He 

also suggests that as Lions we are a family and a part of the community of families. So he asks us to 

treat everyone with love and compassion. I, and I am certain all of us, have fond memories of those who 

warmly welcomed us when we first joined Lions. I want to mention two longtime Lions who accepted 

me into the family known as the Lions Club of New Ulm. Lion Red Martinka, my sponsor, phoned me a 

day or two before every meeting reminding me to come. His warm, gentle and kindly way on the phone 

and at the meeting enabled me to feel at home there. My visits with him, in the past and today, are 

precious and rewarding. 

 Lion Carlos Contag clearly showed me that I was a welcome part of my new family. He always 

greeted me with his warm smile and firm handshake. Both of these Lions consistently stepped out of 

their normal routine to make a new comer feel a part of the group. Even though failing health has limited 

each of them, both come to our meetings and contribute what they can. Lion Carlos suffered a serious 

stroke several years ago. leaving him disabled on one side and unable to speak much. Yet he comes and 

his smile and left hand clasp are priceless. This is a Lions Family at its best. 

 Whatever each of us can do to follow their excellent example is something all of us need to 

emulate. Think of what it means to those new Lions to have us old timers reach out with deep  

consideration and genuine love as we welcome them into our family, the Lions. It is in this spirit that we 

listen respectfully to one another. We are responsive to new ideas and suggestions. That is how we treat 

new and old Lions, like guests, like family. It also reflects perfectly our motto, WE SERVE This is true 

on the national and international level. Lions respond to families in need no matter where they are or 

who they are. When suffering occurs due to calamities such as earth quakes, floods, hurricanes or 

tornadoes Lions respond. No need is too little or too great for Lions. We extend a helping hand to those 

who are in want. In that special way we include on a broader scope the meaning of family. It 

extends far beyond our horizons and includes all peoples everywhere. The millions of dollars Lions send 

to needy families world wide speaks eloquently of our commitment. They are our family, our guests. 

 On October 13-15 Lion Mary Jo and I will be at VDG training sessions in Mahnomen, MN. In a 

significant way we will be adding to and extending our family. Many PDGs have said to me that their 

experiences with their group of VDGs and DGs has led to lifelong friendships, yes an extended family. 

Both Mary Jo and I eagerly look forward to this opportunity to learn more about the workings of Lions. 

We also know that we will see the Lions family on a larger scale. It is with deep gratitude to you the 

members of 5M3 that you elected me as your First Vice District Governor. So we pledge to do our 

utmost to fulfill the requirements of this position. And I am certain that with your help and your prayers 

we will do just that. 

Through service, Lions have impacted the lives of millions of people.  Now more than ever, we are 

in a position to extend our network of care.  To show this strength, Lions have the opportunity to 

participate in 4 special service action campaigns.  To view all 4 campaigns go to www.lionsclub.org 

December/January ï Relieving the Hunger 

Organize food drives and projects to feed the hungry. With the downturn in the global economy, 

many hunger relief organizations are finding it difficult to keep up with demand. Help alleviate 

hunger by planning events around the end and beginning of the calendar year to collect and 

distribute food. 

NOTICE: ñThe Patriot Day: A Day of Remembrance ïNot a Holidayò article from last month was 

written by Eugene Isaac who is not a New Ulm Lions member. 

http://www.lionsclubs.org/EN/member-center/membership-and-new-clubs/global-membership-team/presidents-theme/global-service-action-campaigns/relieving-the-hunger.php


                  WHY ARE WE PLANTING TREES?  
While attending the USA/Canada Leadership Forum in Anchorage, Alaska, I heard International 

President Wing-Kun Tam speak at a luncheon on September 24.  He gave a report on the Lions tree 

planting goal of 1 million trees during his year.  He reported that as of that date, he has received reports 

indicating that as of that date, 2,015,000 trees had been planted by Lions since July 1, 2011. 

He went on to say that he was not setting a new goal, but encouraged Lions to keep up their efforts.  He 

reminded us of the 3 steps that needed to be done to keep those new trees growing.  The 3 steps were: 

§ Find the sapling. 

§ Plant the tree. 

§ Nurture the tree for 1 year to ensure its survival. 

Then came the most important point of his message.  He compared our New Lions 

 Members to the trees we planted.  He reminded us that New Lions must be  

nurtured in the same way by their sponsor or mentor.  It was a great reminder for all of to nurture our 

new members and not let us practice ñcatch and releaseò.      ~Council Chair Mike Molenda 

Hearing Foundation by PDG Wayne & 2nd VDG John: 
  

  The tours of Hearing Foundation and Eye bank went very well on Oct 1.  There was a very 

  good turnout.  I highly encourage anyone interested in attending to make a reservation early 

for the next tours on March 24th. 
  

The Hearing Foundation held it's board meeting on October 8th in St Cloud.  I thought it went very well and 

was very informative.  If any clubs are interested in having a speaker about the Hearing Foundation, you can 

contact either John Myers in Jackson or Wayne Radloff in Marshall.  We would be happy to visit your club 

and talk about the work of the Hearing Foundation.  Dr Bevan Youh will be the speaker at the Saturday noon 

luncheon at the 5M3 Midwinter Convention.  I think you will be very impressed with his speech. 

Fulda Lions Club 

Jeffers Community  Lions Club 

Worthington Lions Club 

**LCIF Funding at Work in 2011 **  
$6M for Haiti ð 400 homes; 600 transitional housing units 
$21 M for Japan ð $7 M sent immediately for food water 

clothing hygiene 
$600 K for New Zealand ð still having after shocks; 
Working directly with local government bodies to determine 

greatest need; Lions provide direct service with EQ victims 
with door to door service; 10 -15 years till back to normal 
Hurricane Irene ð Distributed 6K relief kits, meals and 

vouchers; $110K for immediate relief in 5 states ant Puerto 
Rico Joplin MO Mobilizing $140K; Debris removal, food for 
shelters 5-7 years till back to normal Red Cross - salvation 

army not there at this point. we need to be very proud for 
what we do. 
Southern States Mobilizing over $500K 

2,731,263 Trees have been planted around the 

world by Lions for President Tam  



We are ready to  
  
 
 

 93rd MD5M  
              Multiple Convention  
                  April 27 -29, 2012 
              Hinckley, Minnesota  

 Hosted by District 5M-8, 
 Princeton, Minnesota Lions 

 The Princeton Lions Club is proud to 
be hosting the 93rd MD5M Multiple 

Convention!  We are moving forward to 
"Exploring Lions Pride"  
...hear us roar!ò   

We have secured the  
Grand Casino Hinckley for great 

Multiple Convention.   
We KNOW you want to join this 

exploration!  Check out the registration 
information on the 5M multiple 

website.  Soon information will be 
available on the 5M-8 website. 

Princeton Lions Club 
Princeton, Minnesota  

  The Windom Lions have done their potato sales with 

Heron Lake/Okabenaôs help.  They had 30,000 lbs of 

potatoes to bag and sell.    

  Windom Lions also cleaned their ditch along Hwy 71.       

  Seven members from Window, Heron Lake/Okabena 

branch attended the Zone Meeting in Jeffers. 

Heron Lake/Okabena Lions will be doing Soles 4 Souls 

shoe collection in the near future.  

The Jackson Lions just served over 400 people at the 

Firemenôs Pancake Fundraiser October 9th.  They will be 

doing a Pork Chop on a stick tailgate with the Windom 

Lions Club for their 3rd annual ñBattle for the Paddleò 

Tailgate promotion with the two towns.  All proceeds will 

go towards the hosting teams athletics department of the 

local Lions club choice of that year. 

The ñLionsò Tree @ THE  

LIONS PARKðMadelia, MN  

Morgan Lions  

Annual Fall Brunch/Raffle  
 Sunday, November 20, 2011  

Serving from 10 am to 1 pm  
St. Michael's Catholic Church basement.  

Solar Drive-In and Springfield Lions had  

ógone to the dogsô   
Leader Dog Chair Lion Galen Engholm 

On Oct. 12, from 6 ï 7 p.m., dogs and their well-behaved 

owners were invited to the Solar Drive-In for ñDogs Night 

Outò. The Solar and the Springfield Lions Club were teamed 

up to raise funds for Can Do Canines.  What a great Idea. 

The owners of the Solar Drive In in Springfield Wanted to 

do a fundraiser for the month and decided to call it Dogs 

Night Out and what a successé  

We had about a dozen dogs and there owners were present. 

We had Human treats and Doggie treats provided by the 

solar drive in.  I did a presentation during the event and went 

home with $245.00 for our cause.  We at Can-Do-Canines 

want to thank the Solar Drive In and the Springfield Lions 

for there great idea and appreciate the support. 

Milroy Lions  

Hunterôs Pancake Breakfast 
 Sunday, November 13  

Serving from 9 a.m.-1 p.m.  
Milroy Legion ~ Free Will Donations 



 

Mark the date on your calendars to 
attend our District Convention!  

   Have you had any of your members pass away since 

February 2011ôs Mid Winter Convention?  If so, please 

send a clear photo of the deceased member along with 

their name, club name and a paragraph of information 

about the member to PDG Wayne Radloff.  We need this 

for the Friday evening Memorial Service at the  

2012 February Mid Winter. 
 

DO IT NOW! Before it slips away and you forget. 

The Service of Remembrance is a way to memorialize 

and pay our final respects to our Lions, Lioness and Leo 

families since we last met as a district. 

**Please feel free to invite family  

& friends to the service** 

Lions from clubs in good standing can enter an original, 
unaltered, black & white or color photo (without 
people) of the environment of their Lions Club in the 
following 2011-2012 Lions Environmental Photo  
Contest categories: 
Ý Animal Life 
Ý Landscape (urban or natural) 
Ý Plant Life 
Ý Weather Phenomenon 
Ý Protecting our Future with Trees: Photos of trees & 

the vital role they play in our communities 
 

Send photos (8óX10ó) by December 31, 2011 to 5M3 
Lions Photo Contest, Lion Carrie Shofner, PO Box 31, 
Milroy MN 56258  

Governor Vickieôs visit with the St. James Lions Club 

NOTICE:  
Make your room reservations  

BEFORE January 15th as the  

 room Prices go up to  

 $112.00!  

Friday, February 17 - 
Registrations open 
Memorial Service  

Evening Entertainment 
Hospitality Rooms 

Saturday, February 18 - 
Registrations open 

Convention Displays 
Seminars 

Noon Luncheon 
5M3 Business Meeting 

Hospitality Rooms 
Evening Banquet 

Entertainment 
Sunday, February 19 - 

Ecumenical Service 
Brunch & Raffle 

1 Lion from EVERY Club!  
We are looking for just 1 lion member to 

represent your club at the Annual  
5M3 Mid Winter District Convention . 

-Sure, we know that you like to keep your 
Lions Club doing local, community projects 
but you have no idea how much information 

your club is missing out on by NOT 
attending a convention. 

THIS COULD BE THE EVENT THAT  
HELPS YOUR CLUB !  



       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

 Ä Lion     Ä Lioness    Ä Leo     Ä Guest   Ä 1st  Ä Lion     Ä Lioness    Ä Leo     Ä Guest   Ä 1st 

 Name:   Name:       

 Address:  Address:       

 City/State/Zip:  City/State/Zip:       

 Telephone Number:  Telephone Number:       
       

 Lions District:  List Special Needs:       

 Club Name:          

 Is this your first 5M3 Convention?  ÄYes  ÄNo Before     

 EVENT:                                                       Jan 15          After Jan 15 # Attending Amount 

 YES!  I am coming to the convention but not staying for the meals     

 Friday Night Entertainment      

 Saturday Noon Luncheon $15.00  $18.00       

 Saturday Banquet $25.00  $29.00       

 Sunday Brunch Buffet $15.00  $18.00       

       

 "I WANNA BE A LEO" Meal Packet $35.00  $35.00       

 DISCOUNTED BOOKLETS-      

 Meal Booklet (all meals) $50.00  $60.00       

 1st Timers Special Price $40.00  $50.00     

 *No Registration Fees  Total Amount      

       

 Make Check Payable to:          5M3 Lions Mid-Winter Convention   

       

 Mail Completed Form and Payment to:               PDG Wayne Radloff    

           2028 235th St, Lynd MN 56157  
       

 To Make Room Reservations-  Contact:   Ramada Inn, Marshall MN      

   507-532-3221    

       

           Request 5M3 Lions rate @ $84.99 plus tax- standard room- 2 beds   

    Make reservations early ~ Tell them you are  with 5M3  LIONS Convention    



 
 PLUNGE SPONSORSHIP - Lions across the state are looking to make a splash 

 with the Polar Bear Plunge! In 2012, the Lions are expanding their long-standing  

partnership with Special Olympics Minnesota by becoming a state-wide sponsor for  

the Polar Bear Plunge. A portion of those sponsorship dollars will come from the sale 

 of raffle tickets. 

GENERAL SALES INFORMATION - Ticket prices - $5.00 each. ~ Prizes centered around the 2012 

Twins Season.~ Must be 18 years or older to enter drawing. ~ Ticket sales will be conducted  

September 2011 - February 2012. If your club would like to sell tickets in your community or order more, 

please contact Alyssa Siech at 612-604-1255 or alyssa.siech@somn.org. ~All unsold tickets must be 

returned by Friday, Å February 24, 2012. ~ The raffle drawing will take place at the Minneapolis Polar 

Bear Plunge on Saturday, March 3, 2012. ~ Raffle ticket sales are covered under Special Olympics 

Minnesota raffle licensing through the Minnesota Gaming Commission. Permit #: X-27051 

KITS -Each club will receive their raffle Å fundraiser kits via mail after registering. Kits will include: 

Raffle tickets, Special Olympics Minnesota fact sheet, Return self-addressed envelope 

HOW TO ADMINISTER- Distribute the tickets to Lions club members. Lions may sell tickets in variety 

of ways: At 2012 Polar Bear Plunge Locations (see Å www.plungemn.org for locations), Door to door, 

Through relatives, friends, coworkers, Email, Be creative!  

   At the end of your sales period, please return the form available in raffle ticket packets, unsold tickets, 

purchased ticket stubs with the buyerôs contact info and cash and checks made out to Special Olympics 

Minnesota. (Please use the self-addressed envelope provided in raffle kit.) 

 Contact Alyssa Siech, Development Associate 
100 Washington Avenue South Suite 550 | Minneapolis, MN 55401 

(612) 604-1255 | (800) 783-7732 ext. 255 | alyssa.siech@somn.org  www.plungemn.org  

Tuesday, January 31-Friday, February 3 

Westbrook Lions presents... 

Westbrook  to Baudette 
 

Per person package includes: 

Round trip coach transportation 

3 nights lodging 

2 days guided Walleye fishing 

2 meals 

Angling equipment 

Fish processing 

Tax 

$330.00 
 

Registrations end December 15 

Advance deposit $200.00 
 

Lion Larry Anderson 

Cell 507-822-1331 

Home 507-274-5100 

The St. Cloud VA 
Health Care System 
is hosting special 
screenings of this 
unique  
film that builds 
awareness of sight 
loss and low-vision 
issues affecting 
thousands  
of Minnesotans, 
including Macular 
Degeneration, 
Glaucoma, Diabetic  
Retinopathy, and 
other conditions.  
Each event includes 
opportunities to 
learn more about  
resources for people  experiencing vision loss in YOUR 
community.  

ST. CLOUD  ~ Thurs., Nov. 3, 2011 ~ 2 to 5 p.m.  
Paramount Theatre  ~ 913 W. Saint Germain Street  
www.goingblindmovie.com   OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 


