
District 5M3 October 2008 Newsletter 
 

“SPIRIT IS STRONGER THAN DISABILITY” 
- Dan Snobl’s 2008-09 5M3 District Governor’s Theme   - 

 
5M3 Lions, I need your help!!  We have two challenges going on in District 5M3 which 
need to be addressed.  Our first challenge is for each club to attract new members.  The 
MERLO Team attended a Global Membership Team (GMT) presentation on October 17th 
conducted by PID Mike Butler of Texas and PID Gary Fry of Iowa.  GMT will be an 
ongoing program to add structure like that of Campaign Sightfirst II to facilitate 
membership growth.  These two Past International Directors (PIDs) had done their 
homework about MD 5M and presented there findings: 

  ~No positive member gain since 1976  
  ~Clubs becoming small 
  ~Clubs not being open to both Genders 
  ~Recruiting of Families has been minimal 
  ~Recruiting of Younger Members is nominal 
  ~Concerned about Types of Club Projects 
  ~New Officer Training Turnout needs to be emphasized  
  ~Communications and Follow Up  
  ~Our collective Future of Lionism is being challenged 

These two PIDs are available to assist District 5M3 with increasing Lions 
membership by coming to our District to share their successful/proven strategies.  
Let VDG Mike Appel or myself know how District 5M3 can best use their talents!! 
 
As Lions, we need each others help!! With this as a guide, a District 5M3 planning 
meeting was held on May 20, 2008 attended by the District Governor, District Governor 
Elect, Vice District Governor Elect, future Vice District Governor candidates and Past 
District Governors.   The following are a LIST OF DISTRICT 5M3 AREAS FOR 
IMPROVEMENT/CHALLENGE  For the 2008-2009 Year that were discussed and 
adopted at our first District 5M3 Cabinet meeting held on August 3, 2008: 
 ~Membership continues to slowly decline--Potential members need to be asked! 
   Need members, women, men, younger couples and established families. 
    ~District 5M3 Orientation Program should be provided for all 52 5M3 clubs. 
 ~Timely and effective District 5M3 wide communication strategies.   
 ~Extension (new clubs needed).  MERLO Team and clubs in District 5M3 need to 
   take a more active role in identifying and developing new clubs. 
 ~Leo Club Development – currently no Leo clubs in District 5M3. 
 ~Quest – too costly (books & curriculum) for school districts to implement?   
 ~Peace Poster – Six (6) schools participated in fall 2007 (Fairmont, Hadley,  
   Jackson, Redwood Falls, St. James and Tracy). 
 ~District Chairpersons need to identify other 5M3 Lions to serve on committees. 
 ~Midwinter Conventions – Immediate Past District Governor and PDGs need 
               help in planning and workers prior and at the convention. 

 ~Better tracking, promotion and publicity of District 5M3 Projects.   



                                Challenge #2 
 

We need Lions to step forward to assist with the following  
District 5M3 Lions Clubs Fund Raising Challenge:   
 
PURPOSE: Intergeneration involvement with community service through Lions to 
  raise $49,000 for District 5M3 2008-2009 Projects 
 
EVENT: District 5M3 Lion’s Wheelchair Basketball Game held in each  
  of the seven (7) District 5M3 Zones 
 
WHO:  Intergenerational (Lion’s Families and Communities) 
  District 5M3 Zone Challenge(s) – Zone Clubs/Chairs and Southwest 
                        Minnesota State University (SMSU) Wheelchair Basketball Team 
    
WHAT: Wheelchair Basketball Game against Lions and community teams 
  Ticket sales   
  Raffles 
  Concession sales 
  Point buying for the “underdog” Lions/Community teams 
 
WHY:  Disability Awareness:  “SPIRIT IS STRONGER THAN DISABILITY”  
  ~Fund Raising Activity for District 5M3 Projects involving:  District 5M3 
                          and MD5M Diabetes, 5M3 Ramp Project, Transition Manual for Students 
                          with Disabilities and Scholarships for International Student and Domestic 
                          Student who are Lions from District 5M3 
  ~Visible Lion’s Activity & Publicity  
  ~Low Cost and Activity Can Be Replicated Easily 
   
HOW:  ~SMSU Wheelchair Basketball Coaches and Team 
    (Lion Paul Weiland, Lew Shaver and District Governor Dan Snobl) 
  ~5M3 Fund Raising Lions Members/Chairs/Committees by Zones TBD  
    and current Zone Chairs 
 
WHEN: Strategies Completed by December 1, 2008 to Implement Plan 
  ~Fund Raising Events would be held December 2008-April 2009 
 
WHERE: Each District 5M3 Zone Fund Raising Committee would determine an  
  appropriate Site/Venue within the Communities in their Zone 
 
OUTCOMES:  “IT’S ABILITY, NOT DISABILITY THAT COUNTS”  

·  Raise $49,000 in supporting District 5M3 Projects  
·  Have Community Fun and Increase Awareness of Lions   
·  Increase Lion Membership 



District Governor (DG) Dan Snobl’s Travels 2008-09 
 
Oct 27   Luverne & Luverne 92 Club visits @ 6:00 pm at Blue Mound Catering Center 
Oct 28   Marshall Club Meeting at AVERA Hospital @ 6:00 pm 
Oct 30   Region 1, Zones 1 & 2 Meeting at Perkins in Marshall @ 6:30 pm 
Nov 3   Redwood Falls Club Visit at 6:00 pm at North Redwood Valley Supper Club 
Nov 6   Milroy Club Visit @ 6:30 pm at the Milroy Legion Club 
Nov 19   Tyler/Russel-Lynd Club Visit @ Kronberg Inn @ 7:00 pm 
Nov 24   Sherburn, Welcome, Fairmont & Truman Visit @ Sherburn Legion-meal @ 6:30 pm 
Dec 1   Region 1, Zones 3 & 4 Meeting at Countryside Inn in Adrian @ 6:30 pm 
Dec 7   Lucan Club Visit at Brau Haus @ 7:00 pm 
Dec. 8   Worthington Club Visit 6:00 pm  (call Sec. Janet Haugen for Place) 
Dec 10   Windom Club Visit at Windom Eagles Club @ 6:00 pm, Meeting starts @ 6:30 
Dec 15   Jasper & Jasper Quarry Club(s) Visit at Sanow’s Pub @ 7:00 pm 
Dec 16   Region 2, Zones 1, 2 & 3 Meeting at Sherburn Legion Club @ 6:30 pm  
Jan 8, 2009  Walnut Grove Club Visit at Social Hall @ 6:30 PM 
Jan 9-11  District 5M5 Midwinter, Sheraton, Bloomington, MN 
Jan 9-11  District 5M6 Midwinter, Airport Marriott, Bloomington, MN 
Jan 9-11  District 5M9 Midwinter, Shooting Star, Mahnomen, MN 
Jan 15   Springfield Lions Club Visit at 5:30 at the City Cafe 
Jan 16-18  District 5M7 Midwinter, Airport Marriott, Bloomington, MN 
Jan 21   Wabasso Club Visit & 38th Anniversary Night at the Community Center @ 6:00 pm  
Jan 30, 31 & Feb 1 District 5M1 Midwinter Holiday Inn, Austin, MN 
Jan 30, 31 & Feb 1 District 5M11 Midwinter Delta Winnipeg Hotel, Winnipeg, MB 
Feb 6-8  District 5M8 Midwinter, Cragun’s, Brainerd, MN 
Feb 6-8  District 5M9 Midwinter, Holiday Inn, International Falls, MN 
Feb 9   Jackson Lions Club Visit at the American Legion @ 6:15 pm 
Feb 13-15  District 5M2 Midwinter, Holiday Inn Downtown, Mankato, MN 
Feb 20-22,   District 5M3 Midwinter Convention, Prairies Edge Casino, Granite Falls 
   (3rd District 5M3 Cabinet Meeting held on Friday, Feb 20th)  
Feb 20-22  District 5M13 Midwinter Convention, Super 8 Hotel, Dauphin, MB 
March 18-21  Visit to Eye/Hearing/Service Dogs, VDG Training, Council of 
   Governors’ Meeting, Rosemont 
April 16-19  MD5M Leadership Training, Mahnomen-Shooting Star Casino 
May 1   Council of Governors’ Meeting, Bloomington 
May 2  Special Olympics at Redwood Falls Community Center 
    Hosted by Marshall, Milroy and SMSU Lions Clubs 
   Chairs:  Lion Paul Weiland (SMSU), Lion Lee Raske (Marshall)   
                               and Lion Dan Leach (Milroy)   Starting Time (TBD) 
May 1-3  MD5M Convention, Bloomington 
May 7   District 5M3 Cabinet Meeting, Dovray-T Tommy’s @ 6:15 
May   Region 1, Zone 3 & 4 Meeting (TBD) Time & Place (Rescheduled) 
May   Region 2, Zones 1, 2 & 3 Meeting (TBD) Time & Place (Rescheduled) 
May   Region 1, Zones 1 & 2 Meeting (TBD) Time & Place (Rescheduled) 
July 6-10  International Lions Convention, Minneapolis 



 
 

  
   

 
 

        
“Everyday Heroes” 

Building Better Communities 
Hadley:   Provided Service for Community Elderly 
   Donated to Kindergarten Connection 
   Bingo and Pull Tabs Fund Raiser 
Hills:   Lunch at Local Auction Fund Raiser 
Jasper Quarry:  Provided Service for Sr. Center Chinese Auction 
   Donated for Pumpkin Painting Party at Sunrise Village 
   Pancake Breakfast Fund Raiser for Habitat for Humanity 
Lake Wilson:  Provided Service for Community Clean-Up 
   Donated to Lake Wilson Legion 
Lucan:   Provided Service for Community Clean-Up  
Milroy:   Provided Service for Community and Cemetery Clean-Up 
   Donated to Milroy Community Fitness Center 
New Ulm:  Provided Service to Community Elderly 
   Donation for New Eye Glasses 
Sleepy Eye:  Provided Service for Community Clean-Up 
   Donated to Timothy House in Mankato 
SMSU:   Provided Service for Tracy Lions Box Car Day Activities 
Tracy:   Provided Service for Moving Projects, Elderly Bingo,  
                Medical Equipment Loan Project 
   Tracy Box Car Day Food Stand Fund Raiser  
Welcome:  Martin County West Football Ticket Booth Fund Raiser 
Wood Lake:  Provided Service for Annual Sr. Citizens Meal and Clown Event 
Worthington:  Provide Community Service for Eye Glass Donation 
   Donated to Manna Food Pantry and Christmas Baskets 

   Mint Sales Fund Raiser 
       YOU are an “EVERYDAY HERO” !!      

District 5M3 Monthly Lions Club  
Reported Activity  

* 5M3 Lions……. You are doing great community service activities in your 
communities – PLEASE SHARE THEM IN OUR NEWSLETTER!!  Please send 
your club activity reports to DG Dan at dansnobl@llwb.coop by the 15th each month.  

*  5M3 Lions…… Please send us pictures of your club activities to share in the 
newsletter and then to add to our slide show we are preparing for our  
   Mid-Winter Convention February 20-22.   

* 5M3 Lions……Please help make our Mid-Winter Convention a great place to 
share ideas by doing a club table display of a community service project ! 



Vice District Governor Mike Appel’s Report 

Vice District Governor Training:  As your Vice District Governor, I have had a couple 
of very busy months. On October 16 and 17th I attended Vice District Governor Training. 
This was an intense two days of training with my fellow VDG’s in Mahnomen. The 
training team was made up of several very experienced Lions. They are getting us ready 
to serve as VDG’s this year. I attended with my partner in service Cheri. We met the 
other VDG’s and spouses and shared some good times. The prior week several VDG’s 
attended Leader Dog School in Rochester Michigan. I was unable to attend. Leader Dog 
is one of the Lions projects we support.  

USA/Canada Forum:  This year the 32nd Annual USA/Canada Forum was held in 
Saskatoon, Saskatchewan Canada on September 18-20th. I had the privilege to attend my 
first USA/Canada Forum. It is called a Leadership Forum for good reason. Almost all 
sessions had some form of training in them. I went with my wife Cheri. We drove and 
included my daughter Carrie, husband Dave and my two grandkids, Brynea and Greta. 
Traveling that distance (950 miles) can be quite a challenge. We spent nearly 16 hours on 
the road the first day. There were no rooms to be had from Minot to Regina. The kids 
were great but the adults were getting on each others nerves. Dave’s sister lives in 
Saskatoon so they stayed there during the forum. There were several interesting speakers 
and the International president, Al Brandel was there the entire time and even had a break 
out session of his own which I attended. President Al’s theme is “Every Heroes 
Performing Miracles through Service”.1st International VP Eberhard Wirfs from 
Germany who will be International President next year also was a presenter. My wife and 
I attended as many sessions as we could and gathered a lot of information. There were 
over 2200 attendees from North America, Multiple 5M had 204 and 5M3 had 10 attend. 
The Multiple lost the largest attendance by a whopping 4 people. Next year the forum 
will be held in Memphis. I hope you consider attending, you won’t be disappointed! 

MERLO Report:  As Vice District Governor, I serve as 5M3 MERLO chair. For those 
that do not know, MERLO means Membership, Extension, Retention, Leadership and 
Orientation. The multiple has experienced over 20 years of declining enrollment. As 
International President Al Brandel explained, whenever we lose a member we lose part of 

the Lion family and the ability to use their hands “To Serve”. I will work with any club to 
help get members, the key is just asking someone to join. I recently attended a Global 
Membership Team presentation in Mahnomen on October 17th. Dan and Mary Snobl, 
Cheri Appel and three students from SMSU attended as well. They stressed membership, 
retention and extension in detail. Of great concern is the fact that many of us sign up 
members but within a few years we see those new members leaving. The question to ask 
is why? Did we not engage them. Did we make them attend boring, unproductive 
meetings. Did we burn them out. It is up to us to mentor those new members and make 
them feel welcome. Extension is another way to get new members. Extension is the start 
up of a new club. We will be looking for potential areas to begin new clubs in 5M3. As 
your chair, I am ready, willing and able to help you with MERLO. You just have to ask. 
In addition we have several Cabinet members at your disposal as well. 



2009 Convention Planning:  I recently met with Past District Governor Virginia Spicer, 
District Governor Dan Snobl, and several clubs in our zone as we plan the 2009 
Midwinter Convention in Granite Falls at Prairies Edge. Virginia is working to put 
together a very good convention. With the help of several clubs, this shouldn’t be a 
problem. She will be getting details out soon in the District Newsletter. 

2009-2010 District Cabinet:  I have asked District Governor Dan Snobl if I can begin to 
seek Lions to help on next year’s cabinet. This will be an opportunity to either continue 
serving or finding replacements for the current cabinet. Each year there is a certain 
amount of turnover. Do you want to serve next year. If so please contact me, Dan Snobl 
or other cabinet members.  

INSTRUCTIONS FOR E-FILING IRS FORM 990N 
 

If your Lions Club has more than $25,000 in gross receipts per year, you must file IRS 
form 990 and these instructions do not apply to your club.  If your Lions Club has less 
than $25,000 in gross receipts per year, you must file Form 990N.  This form must be 
filed on line and the initial filing is due by November 15, 2008, and annually after that.  
Note that this requirement applies only to the Minnesota Lions Clubs in MD5M. 
If you do not file the 990N for three consecutive years, you will lose your IRS Tax 
exempt status and your club receipts will become taxable as a for-profit business.  Before 
you start the filing process, you will need to have your club’s full legal name, and the 
name and address of an executive officer and the club EIN (Employer Identification 
Number) on hand.  If you do not know the club EIN, the club secretary can get it from the 
club information file on Lions Clubs International website (www.Lionsclubs.org).  It is a 
nine digit number which is identified as “club tax ID”. 
 
Filing Procedure: 

1. Go to www.irs.gov. 
2. Click on “Charities and Non Profits” Icon 
3. Scroll down to “Annual Electronic Filing Requirement for Small Tax Exempt 

Organizations-Form 990-N (e-Postcard)”.  Click on it. 
4. Go down to the box labeled “How to File”.  Click on “here”. 
5. You will be at a box labeled “Leave IRS Site”.  Click on it. 
6. Click Step 1 “Register as a new user”, then click “next” 
7. Enter the first two numbers of the EIN # in the first box and the last seven 

numbers in the second box, then click “next” 
8. Select a password, type it in, then type in again in the “verify” box.  Type in your 

first and last name and e-mail address; reenter the e-mail address in the “verify” 
box, enter your telephone number, including area code, then click “next” 

9. Click on “Step 2 Create your Form 990-N (e-postcard)”, then enter the Login ID 
(This is your EIN #, plus 01, then type in your password and hit “enter” 

10. Complete the information requested.  Since all clubs are entered as “International 
Association of Lions Clubs”, you will enter your club name below it on the line 
labeled “DBA Name”, the type in the mailing address and the name and address 

     of a Principal Officer.  I suggest that this be the club secretary, if that is the person 



       responsible for sending the club reports to Lions Clubs International. 
11. When the page is complete, print out a copy for your club records.  Click on “save 

changes”, then click on “submit Filing to IRS” and you are done.  You will 
receive an e-mail from the IRS telling you that your registration has been 
accepted. 

You are now good for another year.  Congratulations!  
Prepared by PDG Wayne Swanson 
E-mail:  wayne@swansonlaw.net. 

 

The Winter Walleye Connection  
 

Westbrook Area Lions Club 
 

2009 Lake of the Woods Ice Fishing Trip 
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$299.00 Per Person Package Includes:  

�

Round trip coach transportation…Three nights lodging…Two days guided walleye ice 
fishing…Two meals…Angling equipment…Fish processing…Sales & lodging tax… 

Contact Lion Larry Anderson (anderl@centurytel.net), 507-274-5100 (home)  
507-822-1331 (cell) or Lion Jim Klasse at 507-274-6166   

Deadline for registration is December 1, 2008       Advance deposit--$100 per person. 
 
 

2009 REGIONAL LIONS LEADERSHIP INSTITUTE 
APRIL 16-19, 2009 SHOOTING STAR CONVENTION CENTER 
MAHNOMEN, MN 
 
District 5M3 has the opportunity to send six (6) Lions to the 2009 Regional 
Lions Leadership Institute this spring.  Lions that are selected must be in 
good standing in Lions Club and may not be a Vice District Governor, 
District Governor, International Director or Past International Director.  A 
$150 fee includes the cost of materials, facility and three (3) meals.  Room 
costs and additional meals are not included.  However, a $100 rebate from 
MD5M, through a grant from LCI, will be given to each participant that 
completes the program.  If you have any questions concerning the Institute, 
please contact:    Lion Keith Johnson  Lion Mary Ferleman 
                               kmjohn@hutchtel.net    tomar73@charter.net 

 
 



DISTRICT 5M3 MID-WINTER CONVENTION 
FEBRUARY 20, 2009 

 

SPEAKERS UPDATE 
 

INTERNATION DIRECTOR EUGENIO ROMAN, JR. 
 

Eugenio Roman, Jr., from Arecibo, Puerto Rico, was elected to serve a two-year term as a 
Director of the International Association of Lions Clubs at the association’s 91st 
International Convention, held in Bangkok, Thailand, June 23-27, 2008. 
 
Director Roman is a sales and marketing director. 
 
A member of the Arecibo Capitan Correa Lions Club and a Lion since 1981, Director 
Roman has held many offices within the association, including Club President, Zone 
Chairman, Region Chairman, District Governor and Multiple District 51 Membership 
Chairperson. 
 
In recognition of his service to the association, Director Roman has received numerous 
awards, including Multiple District Recognition Award, the 100% District Governor 
Award and the International President’s Award.  He is a progressive Melvin Jones 
Fellow. 
 
In addition to his Lions activities, Director Roman has been active in numerous 
professional and community organizations, including the Knights of Columbus and the 
American Society of Quality Control. 
 
Director Roman and his wife, Ibis Guzman, also a Lion, have two children. 

 
 

LEADER DOG FOR THE BLIND 
 

VICE DISTRICT GOVERNOR LEN QUINN and GINGER 
 
Len was born in Milwaukee.  After graduating from Milwaukee Boys Tech he joined the 
Army. Following his discharge from the army, he worked for a large steel stamping 
company in Milwaukee.  He started as a floor sweeper, and then worked his way up to 
plant manager supervising 300 employees.  Over the next 26 years in the stamping 
business, he worked at companies in Wisconsin and Pennsylvania.  For many years Len 
was involved in Community Theater, acting in comedic plays.   
 
In 1973 Len bought a restaurant in Redgramote, WI and joined his first Lions Club.  Over 
the next 14 years, he worked in the restaurant business, including managing 3 different 
country clubs before returning to the stamping business. 



He started to lose his sight in 1994, becoming legally blind in 1998.  His life completely 
changed in 2001 when he attended Leader Dogs for the Blind and received his first 
Leader Dog, Mikey, a yellow Labrador Retriever.  He was asked that same year to speak 
to the Ripon Lioness Club about his Leader Dog and the programs the school offered.  
Since that time, he has done over 300 presentations to various schools, social clubs, 
senior centers, Lions Clubs throughout the Midwest and this past year was one of the 
Leader Dog representatives at the U.S.A. Canada Forum.  He is now traveling as an 
official Leader Dog Graduate Field Representative and serves on several committees at 
his church.  Still, with some help, Len does charity auctions to raise money for children. 
 
Mikey was retired on June 4, 2007.  Mikey’s last act as Len’s Leader Dog was to guide 
him to the plane as he came to Leader Dog to get his successor dog whose name is 
Ginger. She is a Golden Retriever. 
 
He is Past President of the Ripon Lions Club – the club responsible for convincing him 
that he should have a Leader Dog.  In June 2007 he received the Birch Sturm Fellow 
award.  This is the highest Lions award given in the state of Wisconsin.  Len is presently 
Vice District Governor of Wisconsin’s 27 B1. 
 
He spends his time with his local club, and zone meetings.  He is THRILLED to be 
speaking at conventions and encourages Lions/Lionesses/Leos to stop at his booth and to 
meet Leader Dog Ginger. 
 
 

MID-WINTER CONVENTION REQUESTS 
 
1.  Region 1, Zone 1  Lions Clubs  (Balaton,  Lake Benton,  Marshall,  Milroy, Minneota, 
     Milroy,  Russell,  Southwest  Minnesota State  University,  Tracy  and  Tyler)  will be  
     assisting with the 2009 Mid-Winter Convention and will be given specific assignments  
     to complete by IPDG Virginia Spicer.  
2.  On Friday evening of the Convention, a Necrology Service is held to honor all the 
     deceased Lions of District 5M3 since February 2008.  Lion Wayne Radloff, of the 
     Marshall Lions Club, creates a power point presentation with a picture of each 
     deceased Lion if it is available.  Would it be possible for your Club Secretary to 
     contact the Funeral Home Director in your community to forward an e-mail copy of  
     the deceased District 5M3 Lion’s obituary to wayneradloff@mindspring.com or mail  
     a copy of the obituary and deceased member’s picture to the following address: 
    Lion Wayne Radloff 
    2028 235th St 
    Lynd, MN 56157 
    Telephone:  (507) 865-4732 
3.  Each Club is being requested to provide a Raffle Prize for Tail Twisting. 
4.  Each Club is being requested to provide a picture of a Community Service Project or 
     an Event showing work your club has been involved in.  Please forward this picture 
     and a short description to Lion Mary Snobl, e-mail:  marysnobl@llwb.coop . 
5.  Any special requests or Mid-Winter Convention ideas, e-mail vgspicer@iw.net . 



 
 



 
 



 

Welcome:   

5M Lions are excited to host the Lion’s 92nd International Convention 
in July 2009!  

The 92nd Lions International Convention will be, held July 6-10, in Minneapolis / St 
Paul, Minnesota, USA. Minneapolis and St. Paul are commonly known as the “Twin 
Cities”, and are thriving Midwestern cities that boast strong support for the Lions, 
Lioness and Leos of the world.  

For more information go to:  
www.2009lionsconvention.org/committee.htm  

Lion Jack Hines, PDG and Host Committee Chair  
         
         Last updated:  October 25, 2008 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 



 
 



92nd Lions Clubs International Convention 
July 6-10, 2009 – Minneapolis, Minnesota--2009 Volu nteer Form 

 
Contact our Volunteer Recruiting Chairman, Lion Lyn n Farley, PDG. 
1835 5th Street 
White Bear Lake, MN 55110 
(H) 651.426.9407  (C) 651.485.7356 
Lynn.Farley@2009lionsconvention.org 
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Dan Snobl 
5M-3 District Governor 
1794 Co. Rd. #9 
Tracy, MN 56175 
R:  (507) 629-4734 
dansnobl@llwb.coop 
 

 
 
     The Link to the District  
           5M3 website is 
  http://www.5m3lions.org  
or you can Google ‘5M3 Lions’ 
 
         MD5M website is 
      www.lionsmd5m.org 
or you can Google ‘MD5M Lions’ 
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