
District 5M3 September 2008 Newsletter 
 

“SPIRIT IS STRONGER THAN DISABILITY” 
- Dan Snobl’s 2008-09 5M3 District Governor’s Theme   - 

 
A couple of days ago, a request was forwarded to me by the Lake Benton 
Lions Club for a three old girl from Hendricks, Minnesota. This young girl 
survived a battle with Retinoblastoma at the age of 6 months.  She 
underwent chemotherapy, but in the end lost her left eye.   
 
On October 7, 2008, this little girl has another appointment in Sioux Falls at 
Midwest Eye Laboratories.  At this appointment, she will be fitted for a new 
prosthetic eye.  Her mother stated that the new prosthetic eye will cost 
$2,200 with payment required on the day of the appointment.  The current 
economy has resulted in her father changing jobs and not being able to 
obtain affordable health insurance for his family.  Her mother shared in her 
letter, “a prosthetic eye can only have so many adjustments and additions 
and the one she has is at the maximum.  She now needs a new prosthesis for 
her eye socket to continue to grow.  If she does not get a new prosthesis, it 
will eventually stop the growth process of the eye socket and will cause 
deformities in her facial features.” 
 
Through various anonymous donors, the $2,200 has been raised to assist this 
three year old girl with obtaining her new prosthetic eye. My fellow Lions, 
know “SPIRIT IS STRONGER THAN DISABILITY” in District 5M3. 
  
During the week of September 16th through September 22nd, Lion Mary and 
I traveled to the USA/Canada Forum held in Saskatoon, Canada.  During the 
forum, there were in excess of 30 seminars touching on all areas of Lionism.  
The seven (7) keynote speakers were outstanding including the Grand 
Opening and Presentation of Flags with native dancers, drummers, a Tribal 
Elder and Spiritual Leader of the Canada Reserves along with various 
police, military and the Royal Canadian Mounties color guards.  PCC 
Gordon Ziglar shared a quote from President John Kennedy when he spoke 
of our two great countries. President Kennedy said, “Geography made us 
neighbors, history made us friends, economics made us partners, necessity 
made us allies.” 
                                                                                                        

--WE SERVE -- 



District Governor (DG) Dan Snobl’s Travels 2008-09 
Oct 1   Mid Winter Convention Planning Meeting at Perkins in Marshall @ 6:30 pm 
Oct 2   Jeffers Community Lions Club visit at City Hall @ 6:30 pm, meal @ 5:00 City Cafe 
Oct 11   Diabetes Expo, Minneapolis 
Oct 16-18  MD5M LEO LEADERSHIP FORUM, Kimball, MN starting at 4:00 pm 
Oct 17   MERLO Meeting, Mahnomen-Shooting Star Casino @ 7:00 pm 
Oct 18   Council of Governors’ Meeting, Mahnomen-Shooting Star Casino 
Oct 23   2nd District 5M3 Cabinet Meeting, T-Tommy’s, Dovray @ 6:15 pm 
Oct 25   Thanksgiving for Vision, Brooklyn Center-Earle Brown @ 8:30 am 
Oct 27   Luverne & Luverne 92 Club visits @ 6:00 pm at Blue Mound Catering Center 
Oct 28   Marshall Club Meeting at AVERA Hospital @ 6:00 pm 
Oct 30   Region 1, Zones 1 & 2 Meeting at Perkins in Marshall @ 6:30 pm 
Nov 6   Milroy Club Visit @ 6:30 pm at the Milroy Legion Club 
Nov 19   Tyler/Russel-Lynd Club Visit @ Kronberg Inn @ 7:00 pm 
Dec 1   Region 1, Zones 3 & 4 Meeting at Countryside Inn in Adrian @ 6:30 pm 
Dec (TBD)  Region 2, Zones 1, 2 & 3 Meeting (TBD) Time & Place  
Dec 7   Lucan Club Visit at Brau Haus @ 7:00 pm 
Dec. 8   Worthington Club Visit 6:00 pm  (call Sec. Janet Haugen for Place) 
Dec 10   Windom Club Visit at Windom Eagles Club @ 6:00 pm, Meeting starts @ 6:30 
Dec 15   Jasper & Jasper Quarry Club(s) Visit at Sanow’s Pub @ 7:00 pm 
Jan 8, 2009  Walnut Grove Club Visit at Social Hall @ 6:30 
Jan 9-11  District 5M5 Midwinter, Sheraton, Bloomington, MN 
Jan 9-11  District 5M6 Midwinter, Airport Marriott, Bloomington, MN 
Jan 9-11  District 5M9 Midwinter, Shooting Star, Mahnomen, MN 
Jan 16-18  District 5M7 Midwinter, Airport Marriott, Bloomington, MN 
Jan 21   Wabasso Club Visit & 38th Anniversary Night at the Community Center @ 6:00 pm 
Jan 30, 31 & Feb 1 District 5M1 Midwinter Holiday Inn, Austin, MN 
Jan 30, 31 & Feb 1 District 5M11 Midwinter Delta Winnipeg Hotel, Winnipeg, MB 
Feb 6-8  District 5M8 Midwinter, Cragun’s, Brainerd, MN 
Feb 6-8  District 5M9 Midwinter, Holiday Inn, International Falls, MN 
Feb 13-15  District 5M2 Midwinter, Holiday Inn Downtown, Mankato, MN 
Feb 20-22,   District 5M3 Midwinter Convention, Prairies Edge Casino, Granite Falls 
   (3rd District 5M3 Cabinet Meeting held on Friday, Feb 20th)  
Feb 20-22  District 5M13 Midwinter Convention, Super 8 Hotel, Dauphin, MB 
March 18-21  Visit to Eye/Hearing/Service Dogs, VDG Training, Council of 
   Governors’ Meeting, Rosemont  
March 26  District 5M3 Cabinet Meeting, Dovray-T Tommy’s @ 6:15 (Rescheduled) 
March 31  Region 1, Zone 3 & 4 Meeting (TBD) Time & Place (Rescheduled) 
April 1   Region 2, Zones 1, 2 & 3 Meeting (TBD) Time & Place (Rescheduled) 
March 2  Region 1, Zones 1 & 2 Meeting (TBD) Time & Place (Rescheduled) 
April 16-19  MD5M Leadership Training, Mahnomen-Shooting Star Casino 
May 1   Council of Governors’ Meeting, Bloomington 
May 1-3  MD5M Convention, Bloomington 
May 7   District 5M3 Cabinet Meeting, Dovray-T Tommy’s @ 6:15 
May 2009  Special Olympics, Marshall, Milroy and SMSU Lions Club, (TBD)  Site & Date 
July 6-10  International Lions Convention, Minneapolis 



 
   

 
 

        
 

“Everyday Heroes” 
Building Better Communities 

    
Hadley:  Bingo Game and Pull Tabs Fund Raiser 
Hills:   Lunch Sold at Local Auction for Fund Raiser   
Jasper Quarry:  Donated to Family and Individual Medical Need 
   Snow Cones Sold at All School Reunion for Fund Raiser   
Jeffers:   Provided Service for Relay For Life 
Lake Wilson:  Donated to Lake Wilson Community Club 
   Lake Wilson 125 Yr Anniversary Raffle and Food Fund Raiser  
Lucan:   Provided Service/Donated for Captain Dan Celebration 
   Donated to Lucan Community 
Milroy:  Provided Service for Ashford Danish Community Cemetery 
   Provided Service with Landscaping at Fire Hall  
   Donated to Miss Tracy Scholarship Program 
   Lions Annual Pork BBQ Fund Raiser 
Tracy:   Provided Service for Moving Projects 
   Provided Service for Elderly Bingo 
   Provided Service for Medical Equipment Loan Project 
   Provided Service for Parade Floats in 3 Communities   
Wood Lake:  Provided Service and Float for Wood Lake Annual Fair 
 

Peace Poster Contest Deadlines 
 

November 15, 2008 – Postmark deadline for club to send winning poster to DG 
Snobl. December 1, 2008 – Postmark deadline to send winning poster to MD5M.
 

Get involved with the youth in your community by sponsoring the Lions International 
Peace Poster Contest at your local schools and youth groups. Teachers and group leaders 
should have already been contacted about participation in the 2008-09 contest, “Peace 

Begins With Me.”  Learn more  about the Peace Poster Contest and view previous grand 
prize and merit award winning posters 

District 5M3 Monthly Lions Club  
Reported Activity  



5M3 LIONS DIABETES COMMITTEE UPDATE  
 

The MD5M Multiple voted to form the new Minnesota Lion’s Diabetes Foundation in 
May 2008.  Through this action, MD5M declared its commitment to support the Spring 
Point Project, a Minnesota non-profit organization created to expedite the affordable and 
widespread availability of pig donors of islet tissue for diabetes care.  Our 5M3 District 
Lions Diabetes Committee is committed to the LCIF Lions Diabetes Awareness Program 
Mission Statement which is:  To conduct and support local and large-scale effort 
leading to the control and treatment of diabetes and its complications through 
education, prevention and research. 
 
In response to LCIF Mission, here are some of the projects that you might want to 
consider in the upcoming year:   
1.  The Diabetes EXPO will again be held at the Minneapolis Convention Center on  
     Saturday, Oct 11, 2008.  As all of you know, Lion Steve Cattnach did an outstanding 
     job organizing 2 buses with 80 people attending the Expo last year.  This year, 5M3 
     have two efforts to get interested people to this event.   
       ~A bus is scheduled to leave Jackson, MN at 6 AM on Oct. 11th with a cost of $2.00 
         per person.  Interested persons should call Naomi Peterson at 507-847-6953.  
         Jackson, Lakefield and Sherburne Lions have organized this bus with support from 
         the Jackson Sanford Medical Center. 
       ~Persons interested in car pooling may call Mary Snobl at 507-629-4734.  She will 
         give you the names and locations of other interested people wanting to attend  
         from your area. 

 
2.  National Diabetes Month is designated in November.  The diabetes committee 
     would appreciate your club considering planning an event to support this effort at your  
     November Lions Club meeting..  We have a couple of suggestions that you might 
     want to consider.   At our MN Lions Diabetes Foundation meeting in August, we 
     received a DVD about the Spring Point project.  Spring Point Project operates a  
     biosecure facility, known as the Diabetes Research and Wellness Foundation Islet 
     Resource Facility, where high-health source pig donors are developed.  The Diabetes 
     Institute for Immunology and Transplantation of the University of Minnesota works in  
     conjunction with the Spring Point Project by conducting the preclinical and clinical 
     trials.  In this partnership, the two organizations provide the science and the source 
     needed to move toward a cure for diabetes.  We would suggest showing the first  
     segment of the DVD, Spring Point Project:  “Solving the Islet Supply Issue” which 
     is seven (7) minutes long and provides a very good overview.    
 
     Second, the committee believes that you may be able to partner with your local 
     hospitals or fitness centers which have Health Educators and Diabetes Departments to  
     provide glucose screenings, or possible presentations.   
    Third, the Diabetes Committee is working on planning some awareness activities 
    during the 5M3 Midwinter Convention, scheduled for February 20-22, 2009 in 
    Granite Falls.   



Please let us know if there is any way we can help to assist you in working with us to 
support all the efforts in Diabetes Awareness. 
 
5M3 Diabetes Committee 
Dr. Ellen Radel 507-537- 7987  e-mail:  eradel@SouthwestMSU.edu 
Al Struck  507-235-8655  e-mail:  awstruck@frontiernet.net 
Steve Cattnach 507-283-9894  e-mail:  steve@cattnach.com 
Mary Snobl  507-629-4734  e-mail:  marysnobl@llwb.coop 
 
 

 
 



 



LIONS MULTIPLE DISTRICT 5M HEARING FOUNDATION, Inc.  
 

Co-Chairs:  PDG Bob Thoma & Lion John Myers 
 
Well, we hope that all clubs had a good year and that the new year is even 
better for your club, and the good of Lions Clubs International.  We would 
like to let you know what your donations from the past to the Hearing 
Foundation, Inc. along with the Children’s Hearing Center are doing! 
 
Dr. Bevin Yuesh welcomed the Trustees to our meeting and gave a brief run 
down as to the happenings going on at the Center.  The department of Health 
of the State of Minnesota has taken over the newborn screening.  This will 
allow follow up and tracking of babies with hearing problems detected at 
birth.  He also thanked us (Lions) for the hearing aid loaner bank for 
growing children with problems with their hearing. 
 
Dr. Rimell, the Pediatric Otolaryngologist, is performing approximately 175 
Cochlear implants on children a year.  This is a devise outside the ear that is 
connected; and does allow the baby to hear sounds for sometimes, the first 
time in their young life.  The Children’s Hearing Center is open two days a 
month with Dr. Rimell being the only Pediatric Otolaryngologist at this 
time.  The hiring of a second Pediatric Otolaryngologist is in the process 
with Fairview contributing $50,000 toward his/hers salary. 
 
A new building is being constructed due to increase in faculty from 20 to 40 
in five years time will pair with Fairview Children’s Hospital. The Pediatric 
Cochlear Implant Department will most likely be moved to the Fairview 
Ambulatory Care Clinic.  This will allow better access and parking. 
 
New technology scientifically is in new techniques to grow hair cells using 
stem cells.  Dr. Levine’s implantable device in the eardrum reduces tinnitus 
(ringing in the ears) is still ongoing. 
 
Please feel free to call on wither one of us on the Hearing Foundation Board, 
to come to your clubs for a visit and to give a presentation on the 
Foundation. 
 
THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS IN THE PAST AND 
HOPE TO HEAR FROM YOUR CLUBS WITH NEW CONTRIBUTIONS 
THIS COMING YEAR AND INTO THE FUTURE! 



MD5M HALL OF FAME NOMINATION  

 
 

 



THE AL JENSEN LEADERSHIP AWARD  
 

The Al Jensen Leadership Award is named after PCC Alvin “Al” Edward Jensen, who 
died of cancer in 1975 after 20 years of distinguished service in Lions.  PCC Al Jensen is 
mostly remembered as caring, effective, dedicated but quiet leader. He was a man who 
taught by word and example. A man who could make meaningful suggestions without 
putting a person down.  A man who knew when someone needed advice and how to give 
the advice in a way that strengthened their confidence and their leadership ability.  A man 
who could affect change without making waves or causing problems. A man who was 
always available when advice was needed. A leader who helped people build their skills 
and self-confidence. Lion Al was well known and highly respected from the grass roots 
level of Lionism to the very highest offices in our association as a man who gave much 
and expected little in return.  Lion Al Jensen had a deep love for what Lionism meant and 
he did everything he could to share that love with others.   
 
Only one or two awards will be given each Lions year.  Each district governor will 
nominate no more than one Lion to receive the award. 
 
A Lion receiving the Al Jensen Award must have at least five years of service in Lions to 
be considered.  The nomination must be made on the official nomination form, available 
from the District Governor. The nomination form is to be signed by the District Governor 
and given to the Council Chair by March 1 of each year. 
 
DG Dan Snobl must have the nomination form by February 15, 2009.  Please contact 
DG Dan Snobl at (507) 629-4734 or e-mail him at:  dansnobl@llwb.coop for any 
assistance with recognizing qualified Lions who have provided outstanding leadership 
and made many contributions at all levels of Lionism in our association. 
 

2009 REGIONAL LIONS LEADERSHIP INSTITUTE 
APRIL 16-19, 2009 

SHOOTING STAR CONVENTION CENTER 
MAHNOMEN, MINNESOTA 

 
District 5M3 has the opportunity to send six (6) Lions to the 2009 Regional 
Lions Leadership Institute this spring.  Lions that are selected must be in 
good standing in Lions Club and may not be a Vice District Governor, 
District Governor, International Director or Past International Director.  A 
$150 fee includes the cost of materials, facility and three (3) meals.  Room 
costs and additional meals are not included.  However, a $100 rebate from 
MD5M, through a grant from LCI, will be given to each participant that 
completes the program.  If you have any questions concerning the Institute, 
please contact:    Lion Keith Johnson  Lion Mary Ferleman 

kmjohn@hutchtel.net    tomar73@charter.net 



    

 
 
 
 
 



 
 



Dan Snobl 
5M-3 District Governor 
1794 Co. Rd. #9 
Tracy, MN 56175 
R:  (507) 629-4734 
dansnobl@llwb.coop 
 

 
 
     The Link to the District  
           5M3 website is 
  http://www.5m3lions.org  
or you can Google ‘5M3 Lions’ 
 
         MD5M website is 
      www.lionsmd5m.org 
or you can Google ‘MD5M Lions” 
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